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Year  2013  welcomes  the  Snake,  the 
sixth  animal  of  the  Chinese  zodiac. 

In  2012,  the  Year  of  the  Dragon,  the 
Asian  American  community  made  its 
voice  heard  at  the  polls  and  beyond. 

In  2013,  the  community  will  rely  on 
the  Snake's  cunning,  flexibility  and 
determination  to  overcome  any  ob¬ 
stacles  to  success.  Sampan  is  proud  to 
enter  its  41th  year,  as  we  continue  to 
serve  the  Asian  American  community 
in  the  Greater  Boston  area. 


Read  articles  &  view  e-paper  @  www.sampan.org 
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It's  time! 

To  change.  To  advance.  To  start. 


Cambridge  College  advantages 

•  convenient  weekend  and 
evening  classes 

♦  effective  adult  teaching  model 

♦  responsive  credit  transfer  policy 

•  financial  assistance  for  those 
qualified 

♦  accredited  by  the  New  England 
Association  of  Schools  and 
Colleges  (neasc) 

*  highly-rated  faculty/practitioners 


Programs  for  adult  learnerss 

♦  Undergraduate 

♦  Medical  Interpreter  -  certificate 

♦  Master  of  Education 

♦  Master  of  Education - 
Counseling  Psychology 

♦  Master  of  Management 

♦  Certificate  of  Advanced  Graduate 
Studies 

♦  Doctor  of  Education 
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Join  us  at  an  all-programs  information  session. 

Thursday,  March  7, 2013 
6:00  p.m. 

Cambridge  College 
1000  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts  02x38 
•  Free  and  open  to  the  public 

Contact  us  now! 

Michael  Foley 

michael.foley(2)cambridgecollege.edu 
855.542.2627  a;  1606 
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Cambridge  College  - 
1000  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts  02138 

mmmu 


tcrnari ! 

Michael  Foley 

michael.foley(3>cambridgecollege.edu 
BIS  855.542.2627  *1606 

www.cambridgecollege.edu/winner 
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www.cambridgecollege.edu/winner  * 


800.542.2627 
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Applicants  arc  responsible  for  reading  the  academic  catalog  and  getting  all  the  information  needed  to  make  informed  decisions. 
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Tufts  ^ec^ca* 


Center 


Wishes  the  Asian  Community 
A  Happy  and  Healthy 
Chinese  New  Year!  1 
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Tufts  Medical  Center,  800  Washington  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111 
www.tuftsmedicalcenter.org www.floatinghospital.org 


Action  lor  Boston  Community  Development,  Inc. 
wishes  the  Asian  American  Civic  Association  (AACA) 
and  the  Asian  American  Community  and  friends 

Peace,  Health  and  Prosperity  in  the  Year  of  the  Snake! 
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HAPPY  CHINESE  NEW  YEARS 

ABCD  promotes  upward  mobility  to  people  of  all  backgrounds  through  programs  and  affiliations  that  include: 

•  CAREER  EXPLORATION  •  EDUCATION  AND  JOB  TRAINING  •  ELDER  SERVICES  •  FAMILY  PLANNING 
•  FOSTER  GRANDPARENTS  •  FUEL  ASSISTANCE  •  GED  •  HEAD  START  •  HEALTH  SERVICES 
•  HOUSING  •  SUMMERWORKS&  YOUTH  PROGRAMS  •  URBAN  COLLEGE  OF  BOSTON 

...AND  MANY  MORE! 


Action  for  Boston  Community  Development,  Inc.  (ABCD) 

178Tremont  Street  Boston,  MA  02111 
617.348.6000  I  www.bostonabcd.org 
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Graphic*  Developments,  I  lie. 


TEL:  781-878-2222 
FAX:  781-878-3400 


Web  Offset  Color  Newspaper  Printers 


70  Mayflower  Drive  •  West  Hanover  • 

Graphic  Developments,  Inc 
wishes  Sampan  readers  a 

Happy  New  Year!! 
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EVERY  NIGHT  ATTHE 
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2  for  I  ALL  RAW  BAR  ITEMS 

OYSTERS  -  CLAMS  -  SHRIMP  -  CRAB 

at  the  bar  and  in  the  dining  room,  not  for  take  out! 
After  8  PM  daily,  Friday  &  Saturday  after  9  PM 

*Must  be  2 1  years  or  older,  we  reserve  the  right  to  shut  you  off! 


DEDHAM  •  850  Providence  Highway  •  781-407-9955 

CAMBRIDGE  •  49  Alewife  Brook  Parkway  •  617-520-9500 
BOSTON  •  50  Dalton  Street  •  617-867-9955 


ROAM  FREELY  WITH 

NO  EXTRA  FEES 

FOR  MOBILE  BANKING. 


With  Webster  First  Federal  Credit  Union,  your  money  is  where  you  are.  Our 
mobile  banking  services  give  you  access  to  your  account  anywhere,  anytime. 

Our  Webster  First  app  enables  mobile  check  deposit,  bill  pay  and  the  ability  to 
transfer  funds.  Plus,  shared  branching  gives  you  access  to  over  6,700  credit 
unions  worldwide.  So  if  you  want  a  credit  where  you're  going,  belong  to  one 
within  your  reach  and  think  First. 


AVEBSTE 
CFIRST 


FEDERAL 

CREDIT 

UNION 


Excludes  Mohegan  Sun 


Food  is  Love  ™ 

www.summershackrestaurant.com 


VISIT  OUR  FILENE  BRANCH  AT 
410  TREMONT  STREET,  BOSTON,  MA 

WEBSTERFIRST.COM/BOSTON  |  800.962.4452 
Facebook.com/WebsterFirst  ^0  @WebsterFirstFCU 
t§jf  MSIC  Tum  B3 
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Message  and  data  rates  may  apply  from  your  wireless  carrier. 
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year  of  t fie  Snake 


- 2013  Horoscope 

Submitted  by  Han  Teen  See 
Jmine  Consulting 
www.jmine.com.sg 


The  transformation  that  began 
during  2012  will  enter  into  a  pro¬ 
nounced  phase  during  2013.  The 
foundations  in  various  aspects 
of  life  will  change  and  familiar¬ 
ity  will  depart  from  us.  2013  will 
be  all  about  changes,  adjustments 
and  even  destruction  in  order  for 
renewal  and  new  beginnings  to 
take  place  both  physically  as  well 
as  figuratively.  This  will  be  an  ex¬ 
citing  year  for  those  who  embrace 
changes  but  might  be  traumatiz¬ 
ing  for  those  who  prefer  the  status 
quo  or  are  too  caught  up  in  their 
own  world.  Domestic  matters  will 
take  precedence  with  people  tak¬ 
ing  up  more  responsibilities  or 
making  adjustments  to  their  do¬ 
mestic  lives.  Concurrently,  the 
great  majority  will  be  aggres¬ 
sively  pursuing  their  beliefs  that 
will  further  widen  the  gap  per¬ 
taining  to  social  status,  material 
matters  and  mental  development. 
Humanitarian  activities  will  in¬ 
crease  but  there  will  be  some  that 
might  be  fighting  to  be  excluded. 
This  year  will  mark  an  important 
milestone  for  those  who  build  a 
strong  foundation  to  leap  forward 
towards  greater  success.  How¬ 
ever  those  who  make  continuous 
wrong  moves  would  fail  badly. 
The  frequency  and  magnitude  of 
natural  calamities  will  increase  in 
2013  compared  to  2012.  Freak  ac¬ 


cidents,  manmade  incidents  such 
as  suicides,  scandals,  robberies 
and  other  bizarre  events  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  rise.  Despite  such  turbu¬ 
lence,  this  will  still  be  a  favorable 
year  for  marriage,  new  relation¬ 
ships  or  even  starting  a  family. 
It  will  also  be  a  good  year  to  do 
renovations  or  moving  into  a  new 
house.  While  there  will  be  high 
likelihood  of  falling  in  love  and 
strengthening  relationships,  infi¬ 
delity  and  unhealthy  relationships 
will  also  be  commonplace.  This 
year  will  form  a  test  of  character. 
Embrace  such  changes  and  do  the 
right  thing. 

In  2012  natural  calamities  have 
made  history  in  several  parts  of 
the  world  with  the  high  amounts 
of  rainfall  and  destructive  storms 
in  some  countries,  scorching  heat 
in  others,  and  heavy  snow  bliz¬ 
zards  in  yet  others  causing  exten¬ 
sive  damage  and  great  loss  of  life. 
Unfortunately,  these  are  only  a 
sneak  preview  of  2013  where  the 
magnitude  and  frequency  of  such 
natural  calamities  will  continue  to 
increase  tremendously.  There  will 
be  more  extreme  weather  condi¬ 
tions  accompanied  with  frequent 
earthquakes,  land  shifts,  volcanic 
eruptions  and  other  related  catas¬ 
trophes  leading  to  greater  dev¬ 
astation  and  loss  of  life.  As  the 
destruction  and  potential  danger 


will  be  far  greater,  it  will  be  vital 
to  obtain  the  latest  local  weather 
report  if  you  are  living  in  area 
that  is  prone  to  natural  disasters. 
If  you  will  be  traveling,  it  will  be 
best  to  keep  abreast  of  the  weath¬ 
er  and  geological  environment  of 
the  destination  that  you  will  be 
visiting  to  avoid  danger. 

As  Mother  Nature  displays 
her  destructive  anger  across  the 
world,  people  will  be  behaving 
much  more  erratic  than  usual. 
There  will  be  a  strong  desire  to 
break  free,  assume  a  leadership 
role  and  accept  more  responsi¬ 
bilities.  At  the  same  time,  domes¬ 
tic  life  and  community  will  be 
the  main  focus  during  2013  with 
many  people  seeking  to  achieve 
harmony  or  improvement  in  such 
areas.  A  sense  of  belonging  to 
a  community  or  a  specific  geo¬ 
graphical  area  will  be  amplified 
and  there  will  be  a  great  deal  of 
angst  against  foreigners  or  people 
from  other  communities  such  as 
different  races,  clans,  religions, 
beliefs  or  social  status.  This  will 
be  a  good  time  to  commit  to  com¬ 
munity  service  or  engage  in  activ¬ 
ities  for  the  betterment  of  specific 
groups  of  people.  Domestic  and 
community  will  extend  to  fami¬ 
lies,  neighborhoods,  countries  or 
geographical  regions.  Countries 
might  be  inclined  to  improve  do¬ 


mestic  productivity  and  growth 
through  increasing  exports  while 
reducing  imports  in  order  to  pro¬ 
tect  local  companies  and  em¬ 
ployment.  This  will  also  be  an 
opportune  time  for  governments 
and  institutions  to  adopt  plans 
that  will  align  themselves  with 
the  general  development  in  order 
for  improvements  to  take  place. 
There  will  also  be  more  people 
engaging  in  humanitarian  activi¬ 
ties  such  as  helping  the  needy, 
saving  the  earth  and  the  deprived. 
Holistic  activities  that  include 
meditation,  alternative  healing, 
rearranging  and  improving  one’s 
living  environment  will  be  on  the 
increase.  There  will  also  be  great¬ 
er  focus  on  healthy  lifestyles  to 
achieve  better  physical  and  men¬ 
tal  health.  The  arts,  music  or  oth¬ 
er  fields  that  relate  to  beauty  will 
flourish  during  this  year.  Concur¬ 
rently,  extremists  of  various  kinds 
might  also  rise  to  promote  racial 
hatred,  religious  and  community 
strife.  There  will  continue  to  be 
institutions  attempting  to  squeeze 
money  out  from  people  to  satisfy 
their  greed,  to  compensate  for  bad 
investments  or  for  poor  wealth 
management  that  will  attract  the 
attention  of  whistle  blowers  and 
actions  of  vigilantes. 

With  the  same  purpose  of  fo¬ 
cusing  on  the  domestic  and  com- 


Steward.  The  New  Health  Care 


New? 


L  to  R  (back  row)  Christopher  Wenger,  MD,  Thomas  O’Keefe,  MD,  Thomas  Fitzgerald,  MD,  John  Cooney,  MD, 

Tomas  Divinagracia,  MD,  Kevin  McCusker,  MD,  Anthony  Dragone,  MD,  Robert  Dart,  MD,  Michael  Snyder,  MD, 

Bruno  West,  MD,  Aniket  Chakrabarti,  MD,  George  Qiao,  MD,  Alfredo  Martija,  MD,  (front  row)  Leonid  Dabuzhsky,  MD, 
Peter  Ambrus,  MD,  Geetanjali  Kulkarni,  MD,  Nissage  Cadet,  MD,  Antometta  Mauri,  MD,  Eric  Cohen,  MD. 


Best  wishes  for  a  happy  and  healthy  New  Year  of  the  Snake 
from  the  doctors  and  staff  at  Quincy  Medical  Center. 

We're  committed  to  keeping  you  healthy,  and  that  means  providing  you  with  world-class 
health  care  when  you  need  it.  Quincy  Medical  Center  provides  access  to  some  of  the 
South  Shore's  most  respected  physicians  and  advanced  treatments  for  a  full-range  of 
medical  specialties  including  community-based  primary  care  and  family  medicine. 


Quincy 
Medical  Center 

A  STEWARD  FAMILY  HOSPITAL 


To  find  a  physician  affiliated  with  Quincy 
Medical  Center,  contact  us  at  Doctor  Finder  at 

1-800-488-5959  or  www.steward.org/doctorfinder 

Most  major  insurance  plans  accepted.  For  more 
information,  visit  steward.org/quincy 
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munity,  people  will  generally  be 
inclined  towards  two  very  dif¬ 
ferent  approaches  that  definitely 
will  have  very  different  and  dras¬ 
tic  impacts.  One  group  of  people 
will  have  a  great  tendency  of  be¬ 
ing  opinionated  and  overly  ide¬ 
alistic  about  what  is  right  and 
wrong.  They  might  be  very  domi¬ 
neering  and  attempt  to  impose 
their  ideas  and  views  on  others  by 
forcing  others  to  adjust  or  com¬ 
promise  to  suit  their  own  needs. 
This  group  of  people  might  seem 
to  be  living  in  their  own  world. 
Not  only  will  they  fail  to  respect 
others,  they  will  also  have  diffi¬ 
culty  communicating  with  others. 
Over  time  this  will  give  rise  to 
tyrants,  nasty  bosses,  incapable 
leaders  in  the  corporate  world  as 
well  as  in  politics.  There  will  be 
an  increasing  number  of  such  in¬ 
dividuals  who  will  have  difficulty 
in  performing  simple  tasks  such 
as  coordinating  or  communicat¬ 
ing  effectively  with  others.  It  will 
depend  on  the  extent  of  author¬ 
ity  and  influence  such  a  person 
has.  If  he  or  she  happens  to  be 
very  charismatic,  the  individual 
will  be  able  to  convert  masses  of 
people  to  follow  an  extreme  ide¬ 
ology.  This  might  possibly  lead 
to  the  beginning  of  a  world  war 
or  mass  violence  or  its  equiva¬ 
lent  that  will  be  devastating.  The 
greater  and  stronger  the  individ¬ 
ual  is,  the  more  fatal  the  fall  will 
be  as  they  might  pull  down  oth¬ 
ers  and  cause  greater  damage.  If 
the  individuals  do  not  hold  much 
authority  or  power,  they  will  cre¬ 
ate  strong  resentment  towards 
themselves.  Apart  from  attracting 
negative  karmic  energies,  they 
will  also  be  likely  to  miss  oppor¬ 
tunities,  make  consecutive  wrong 
decisions  and  even  reject  those 
who  help  them  progress  in  life. 
They  will  be  likely  to  be  left  be¬ 
hind  in  their  self-destructive  and 


self-denial  mode. 

The  other  group  of  people  will 
develop  finer  vibrations  that  will 
enable  them  to  be  more  sensitive 
to  their  physical  environment  and 
people  around  them.  Emotions 
such  as  empathy  and  compassion 
will  be  heightened.  This  will  not 
stop  at  an  emotional  level  but 
also  provide  them  with  opportu¬ 
nities  to  strive  to  be  devoted  to 
family  and  community  by  being 
a  humanitarian.  They  will  take 
up  responsibilities,  duties  and  be 
successful  in  helping  and  guiding 
others  to  work  towards  the  better¬ 
ment  of  mankind.  Where  a  per¬ 
son  works  in  an  environment  that 
has  severe  office  politics  or  t,he 
job  does  not  encompass  helping 
people,  one  might  resort  to  make 
a  sudden  career  change  that  in¬ 
volves  helping  or  guiding  others. 
Being  a  humanitarian  does  not 
mean  the  person  has  to  be  poor 
or  be  unable  to  achieve  financial 
independence.  Material  success 
will  come  along  with  it  during 
this  year.  You  will  be  success¬ 
ful  if  you  work  from  a  position 
of  great  responsibility  and  trust 
and  inspire  the  people  you  serve. 
If  this  person  has  great  authority 
and  power  and  will  be  able  to  in¬ 
fluence  more  people  to  do  what 
is  good  and  right  for  society,  this 
will  not  only  bring  about  har¬ 
mony  and  happiness,  it  will  also 
improve  the  economy  and  gain 
material  success  for  more  people. 

In  spite  of  the  many  drastic 
changes  or  even  destruction  dur¬ 
ing  this  year,  this  will  be  a  favor¬ 
able  year  to  strengthen  relation¬ 
ships,  fall  in  love,  start  a  family, 
renovate  or  move  house.  This  will 
be  a  time  to  focus  on  your  person¬ 
al  life  and  your  closer  community. 
How  long  have  you  been  charging 
forward  and  forgotten  those  who 
have  been  supporting  and  trust¬ 
ing  in  you?  Often,  we  have  the 


tendency  to  take  those  close  to  us 
for  granted.  This  will  be  a  year  to 
improve  your  relationships  with 
them.  However,  such  a  favorable 
year  for  relationships  and  fam¬ 
ily  will  be  filled  with  traps  and 
challenges  because  there  will  be 
many  distractions  or  seduction 
that  might  increase  the  likelihood 
of  infidelity  and  divorce.  Hence, 
there  will  be  a  make  or  break  in 
terms  of  relationship  matters.  Do 
not  succumb  to  temporal  fun  by 
forgoing  long-term  happiness.  Do 
not  allow  your  conscience  and 
sanity  to  be  blinded  in  the  name 
of  lust. 

2013  will  be  a  year  that  em¬ 
braces  change.  It  will  offer  an 
opportunity  for  us  to  remove  bag¬ 
gage  and  things  that  no  longer 
serve  us.  At  the  same  time,  our 
values  and  personality  will  be  put 
to  the  test.  “Doing  unto  others 
as  you  would  have  them  do  unto 
you”  to  give  comfort  and  service 
to  others  whether  it  is  done  in  the 
home  or  out  in  the  community. 
Your  success  will  depend  on  how 
much  you  can  do  for  others.  Your 
return  will  come  through  your 
service  to  love  and  protect  others. 
The  general  principle  of  this  year 
will  be  that  the  more  you  give 
back,  the  more  good  you  will  get 
in  return.  The  more  you  want  to 
take  the  greater  the  retaliation  or 
damage  to  you  will  occur.  Build 
our  future  on  love  and  harmony. 


Rat 

General 

This  will  be  a  much  better  year 
than  2012.  This  will  be  a  year  that 
you  might  make  great  advances  in 
different  areas  of  your  life  such  as 
your  career,  wealth  and  happiness 
simultaneously.  Your  quality  of 
life  will  improve  and  you  will  be 


feeling  great  and  confident.  There 
will  be  clarity  in  the  direction  you 
might  take  and  many  reasons  for 
you  to  be  successful.  However, 
this  in  itself  will  not  guarantee 
success.  Do  not  get  complacent 
and  take  things  for  granted  be¬ 
cause  the  dangers  this  year  will 
strike  quickly  and  unexpectedly. 
Hence,  you  might  be  bold  and 
make  ambitious  plans  in  2013 
but  also  have  contingency  plans 
in  place  and  avoid  taking  unnec¬ 
essary  risks.  If  you  are  not  care¬ 
ful,  your  downfall  might  be  the 
equivalent  of  falling  from  here  to 
hell  in  a  split  second.  Make  the 
best  out  of  this  year  by  working 
hard  and  staying  out  of  trouble. 

Career 

You  will  do  very  well  in  your 
career  during  this  year.  You  will 
receive  strong  support  from  man¬ 
agement,  figures  of  authority  and 
all  relevant  business  associates. 
The  support  will  not  be  limited 
to  paying  you  lip  service  and  giv¬ 
ing  you  a  pat  on  your  shoulders. 
This  year,  there  will  be  recogni¬ 
tion,  promotions,  salary  incre¬ 
ments  and  awards.  People  will  be 
willing  to  cooperate  with  you  and 
will  see  you  as  a  rising  star.  This 
will  be  a  great  year  to  implement 
your  career  plans  and  take  your 
career  to  greater  heights.  You  will 
glide  into  success  easily  because 
things  will  be  favorable  and  your 
performance  will  be  impressive. 
By  putting  in  a  little  more  effort 
these  good  results  will  be  ampli¬ 
fied.  You  might  work  towards  ca¬ 
reer  advancement  and  business 
expansion  during  this  year.  Not¬ 
withstanding  your  confidence, 
you  will  need  to  have  contin¬ 
gency  plans  in  place  as  there  will 
be  many  sudden  crises  that  might 
strike  and  knock  your  plans  off- 
course.  They  might  even  result 
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in  your  plans  falling  apart.  This 
sudden  and  unexpected  crisis  will 
not  be  those  caused  by  others  but 
will  instead  include  natural  di¬ 
sasters,  power  disruptions  or  so¬ 
cial  unrest.  As  you  will  be  flying 
high,  you  might  want  to  ensure 
you  have  a  parachute  with  you. 

Wealth 

You  will  be  likely  to  improve 
your  financial  standing  during 
this  year  because  it  will  be  easier 
for  you  to  earn  much  more  mon¬ 
ey  than  usual.  However,  it  will 
be  easier  and  quicker  for  you  to 
earn  through  a  stable  and  secure 
source.  Although  your  wealth 
luck  will  be  strong,  your  invest¬ 
ment  and  gambling  luck  will  be 
erratic.  You  might  enjoy  large 
winnings  one  moment  and  incur 
heavy  losses  the  next,  that  will 
either  allow  you  to  break  even 
or  even  lose  money.  Investing 
in  smaller  amounts  or  adopting 
a  more  conservative  approach  to 
your  finances,  will  allow  you  to 
earn  more  over  time. 

Relationship 

If  you  are  single,  you  will  at¬ 
tract  many  interested  parties.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  you  will  attract  both 
genuine  people  as  well  as  people 
who  will  only  want  to  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  you.  This  will  definitely 
be  a  good  time  to  expand  your  so¬ 
cial  circle  and  have  more  friends. 
However  you  will  need  to  be  se¬ 
lective  when  it  comes  to  getting 
into  personal  relationships.  If 
you  are  already  in  a  relationship, 
this  will  be  a  good  year  for  you 
to  improve  on  your  relationship. 
There  will  be  many  people  try¬ 
ing  to  lead  you  into  extramarital 
affairs  or  short  term  flings.  Such 
people  will  usually  be  attracted 
t6  your  success  will  and  likely 


want  to  obtain  some  advantage 
from  you.  Do  not  submit  to  these 
temptations,  as  you  will  have  too 
much  to  lose.  Focus  on  your  re¬ 
lationship  and  refuse  all  indecent 
propositions. 

Health 

The  health  problems  that  you 
will  be  prone  to  have  will  be  those 
that  strike  fast  and  suddenly. 
They  might  also  be  contributed  to 
by  the  lavish  lifestyle  that  you  are 
likely  to  enjoy  during  the  Snake 
year.  There  will  be  overeating, 
over-drinking  and  over-exertion 
that  might  lead  to  heart  attacks 
and  strokes.  There  will  also  be 
indications  of  being  accident- 
prone  relating  to  drunk-driving 
or  reckless  driving.  You  will  be 
able  to  enjoy  this  year  without 
having  to  compromise  on  your 
health  and  safety  by  maintaining 
a  balanced  diet,  routine  exercise 
and  adequate  rest.  If  you  drink, 
ensure  you  take  public  transport, 
get  someone  to  drive  you  and  do 
not  operate  machinery.  Maintain¬ 
ing  good  health  and  remaining 
safe  will  prolong  this  wonderful 
year  and  be  a  critical  foundation 
for  you  to  excel  further. 

People 

People  issues  during  this  year 
will  be  minimal  because  you  will 
be  doing  very  well  that  others 
will  prefer  to  be  seen  as  standing 
by  you  and  avoiding  any  direct 
conflicts  with  you.  This  year  will 
be  easier  for  you  to  make  friends 
than  foes.  However  this  will  not 
imply  that  everybody  will  agree 
with  you  or  even  like  you.  You 
might  also  want  to  remind  your¬ 
self  not  to  get  too  carried  away 
and  to  be  sensitive  to  others  and 
show  them  respect.  There  will 
be  many  problems  that  might 


strike  quickly  and  unexpectedly. 
Having  more  friends  will  be  the 
equivalent  of  having  a  safety  net 
to  prevent  your  fall.  If  you  allow 
your  achievements  and  popular¬ 
ity  to  get  the  better  of  you,  others 
will  be  likely  to  get  back  at  you 
once  you  lose  your  shine  by  giv¬ 
ing  you  a  push  when  any  sudden 
crisis  befalls  you. 


Ox 

General 

This  might  be  a  worse  year 
than  2012.  There  will  be  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  in  many  different 
areas  of  your  life.  Most  of  them 
will  involve  serious  conflicts  in 
your  relationships  that  will  af¬ 
fect  your  personal  life  and  career 
progression.  These  challenges 
will  fuel  your  two  main  enemies. 
The  first  will  be  a  strong  sense  of 
inadequate  support  from  others. 
The  other  will  be  subconsciously 
getting  into  a  self-sabotaging  and 
pessimistic  mode.  This  will  cause 
you  to  be  moody  and  potentially 
reject  opportunities  and  those 
who  will  be  able  to  help  you. 
Your  steep  expenses  during  this 
year  will  result  in  your  finances 
falling  drastically.  Furthermore, 
your  health  will  be  weaker  and 
there  will  also  be  the  possibility 
of  death  within  the  family.  You 
might  feel  as  if  a  dark  cloud  is 
hovering  over  you.  As  such,  it 
will  be  best  to  maintain  the  sta¬ 
tus  quo  or  adopt  a  conservative 
approach  to  matters.  Notwith¬ 
standing  the  difficulties  you  will 
encounter,  you  will  need  to  keep 
an  open  mind  and  be  friendly  to¬ 
wards  others.  Try  to  achieve  your 
inner  peace  and  allow  flexibility 
so  as  to  attract  opportunities  and 
people  who  might  be  able  to  sup¬ 
port  you  and  minimize  your  po¬ 


tential  problems  thereby  keeping 
you  afloat. 

Career 

On  the  career  front,  you  will 
be  going  against  the  odds.  This 
will  not  be  a  good  year  to  imple¬ 
ment  ambitious  plans  or  expand 
your  business.  You  will  be  better 
off  remaining  on  familiar  grounds 
and  adopting  tried-and-tested  ap¬ 
proaches.  Even  when  carrying  out 
plans  or  tasks  that  you  are  famil¬ 
iar  with,  you  might  want  to  have 
details  worked  out  and  not  make 
any  assumptions.  There  will  be 
serious  betrayals  and  back-stab- 
bings  and  others  will  provide 
misleading  information  and  re¬ 
fuse  to  cooperate  with  you.  The 
support  from  your  colleagues  and 
management  will  be  weak  and 
you  will  have  to  rely  on  yourself 
to  get  things  done.  You  might  also 
have  the  tendency  to  isolate  your¬ 
self  and  fall  into  a  state  of  self- 
pity  that  will  affect  your  judg¬ 
ment  and  your  ability  to  manage 
matters.  To  help  you  pull  through 
this  year,  you  might  consider 
avoiding  sharing  confidential  and 
sensitive  information  with  oth¬ 
ers  yet  still  maintaining  cordial 
relations.  Stay  away  from  gos¬ 
sip  corners  and  do  not  complain 
or  argue  with  your  colleagues  in 
order  to  avoid  being  perceived 
as  being  difficult  and  not  being  a 
team  player.  Be  receptive  to  those 
who  might  be  able  to  support  you 
and  let  others  determine  your 
worth.  Even  if  they  will  not  sing 
your  praises,  at  least  they  will  not 
make  things  too  difficult  for  you. 

Wealth 

Your  wealth  will  range  from 
below  average  to  poor.  If  you 
are  earning  through  a  fixed  and 
steady  income,  you  will  be  likely 
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to  do  fine.  However  if  you  earn 
through  commissions,  sales  or  in¬ 
vestments,  your  earnings  might 
be  poor.  The  main  culprit  for  your 
falling  wealth  will  be  your  inabil¬ 
ity  to  earn  enough  to  keep  up  with 
your  high  expenses.  Furthermore 
you  will  be  very  likely  to  resort 
to  shopping  therapy  to  feel  better, 
but  this  might  only  worsen  your 
financial  predicament  and  lead  to 
other  more  serious  problems.  It 
will  be  vital  for  you  to  limit  your 
expenditure  and  prioritize  your 
spending. 

Relationship 

Affairs  of  the  heart  might  be 
tough  this  year.  If  single,  you 
might  feel  lonely  and  display  a 
depressing  aura  that  might  deter 
potential  suitors.  It  will  be  most 
important  for  you  to  feel  balanced 
and  contented  before  embarking 
on  a  healthy  relationship,  as  a  re¬ 
lationship  will  be  unable  to  fill 
any  existing  void.  Try  to  work  on 
being  a  happy  person  instead  of 
rushing  into  a  relationship.  If  you 
are  seeing  someone  or  are  mar¬ 
ried,  there  will  be  much  bicker¬ 
ing.  Even  though  you  might  be 
with  someone,  you  might  still  feel 
the  love  to  be  inadequate  or  the 
person  might  not  be  able  to  ex¬ 
press  his  or  her  feelings  for  you, 
as  you  want  it  to  be.  Your  part¬ 
ner  has  not  changed  but  somehow 
you  will  have  difficulty  in  under¬ 
standing  your  partner’s  love.  Get¬ 
ting  into  disputes  will  only  place 
more  strain  on  your  relationship. 
Try  to  remain  patient  and  under¬ 
standing.  Your  spouse’s  or  part¬ 
ners’  health  and  safety  might  be 
in  danger  and  your  partner  will 
also  need  a  lot  of  your  support 
during  this  year. 

Health 

Your  health  will  be  slightly 


below  average  and  might  feel  le¬ 
thargic.  Many  of  the  health  issues 
that  you  will  be  prone  to  have 
during  this  year  will  be  related 
to  your  lungs,  respiratory  system 
and  skin  allergies.  These  might  be 
worse  when  a  person  feels  help¬ 
less,  is  under  great  stress  and 
unhappy.  Apart  from  physical 
health  conditions,  your  mental 
state  might  be  weaker  than  aver¬ 
age  and  you  will  tend  to  be  pessi¬ 
mistic  and  might  get  into  a  spiral 
of  depression.  This  will  further 
lead  to  self-sabotaging  thoughts 
and  behavior.  Although  it  will  not 
be  easy  when  dealing  with  your 
emotions,  you  must  try  your  best 
to  remain  positive  and  not  dwell 
on  negative  thoughts  or  thinking 
too  much.  You  might  do  so  by 
encouraging  yourself  from  time 
to  time  and  surrounding  yourself 
with  positive  people. 

People 

There  will  be  severe  people 
issues  with  betrayals  and  back- 
stabbings.  Many  people  will  try 
to  get  you  into  trouble  by  mis¬ 
leading  you,  falsely  accusing  you 
or  being  uncooperative.  Even  if 
you  want  to  stay  out  of  trouble 
with  others  somehow  gossip  will 
come  looking  for  you.  To  make 
things  worse,  you  will  be  in  a 
heavy  mood  and  might  view  ev¬ 
erything  and  everybody  from  a 
gloomy  perspective.  You  might 
isolate  yourself  or  pour  out  your 
grief  to  everyone  you  meet.  Ei¬ 
ther  way,  your  behavior  will  pro¬ 
vide  sadistic  and  ill-intentioned 
people  with  great  satisfaction  and 
also  drive  away  those  who  might 
want  to  help  you.  Even  though 
the  support  from  others  might 
be  weak  this  year,  you  will  help 
yourself  by  snapping  out  of  your 
self-pity.  Be  clear  and  precise  in 
your  communications  with  oth¬ 
ers  and  avoid  gossip  corners.  Try 


to  control  your  mood  swings  and 
be  receptive  to  those  who  might 
want  to  help  you. 


Tiger 

General 

The  Snake  year  will  be  an  av¬ 
erage  year  for  you  because  the 
obstacles  you  encounter  will  be 
manageable.  However,  people  is¬ 
sues  relating  to  misunderstand¬ 
ings,  gossip,  false  accusations  and 
possibly  being  implicated  in  legal 
problems  will  drag  you  down  re¬ 
sulting  in  much  frustration.  The 
impact  will  be  extensive  and 
might  affect  various  areas  of  your 
life  such  as  your  career,  wealth, 
relationship  and  even  your  health. 
Your  patience  and  temper  will 
also  be  challenged.  What  will 
hurt  the  most  is  that  those  who 
want  to  harm  to  you  will  be  those 
close  to  you.  The  situation  will  be 
so  severe  that  it  might  result  in 
you  blowing  your  top  or  resort¬ 
ing  to  violence.  Notwithstanding 
your  annoyance,  never  allow  your 
anger  to  cloud  your  judgement. 
Acting  impulsively  will  only  lead 
you  to  fall  into  the  trap  of  others 
by  worsening  your  predicament. 
Remaining  calm  will  enable  you 
to  find  better  and  effective  ways 
to  manage  those  with  ill  inten¬ 
tions.  Furthermore,  the  support 
that  you  might  receive  from  oth¬ 
ers  will  be  insignificant.  Howev¬ 
er,  being  blessed  with  a  lucky  star 
this  year  will  allow  you  to  get  out 
of  trouble  and  eventually  change 
the  situation  in  your  favor.  Count 
your  blessings  and  avoid  pushing 
your  luck  too  much.  Be  brave  and 
tread  carefully  this  year. 

Career 

There  will  be  a  great  deal  of 
instability  on  the  work  front. 


Most  of  these  issues  will  relate 
to  misunderstandings,  misin¬ 
terpretations  or  communication 
problems.  These  will  extend  to 
people  trying  to  implicate  you  or 
get  you  into  trouble  with  the  law, 
corporate  policies  and  company 
procedures.  Although  you  will 
still  receive  support  from  man¬ 
agement  and  the  relevant  people, 
you  will  still  need  to  adopt  cer¬ 
tain  practices  in  order  to  protect 
yourself.  Be  clear  and  precise  in 
your  communications  and  follow 
up  with  matters  diligently.  Keep 
documentation  securely  and  en¬ 
sure  that  all  important  matters  are 
in  writing.  When  handling  any 
contractual  matters,  ensure  you 
are  clear  with  the  terms  and  con¬ 
ditions  before  committing  to  any¬ 
thing  and  seek  professional  help 
if  you  are  unsure.  Adhere  to  all 
policies  and  procedures  closely 
and  avoid  sharing  confidential 
information  with  others,  espe¬ 
cially  if  it  involves  opportunities. 
There  will  be  sabotaging  of  your 
plans  or  intercepting  of  your  op¬ 
portunities  and  it  will  likely  be 
by  your  trusted  colleagues  whom 
you  think  of  as  friends.  During 
the  Snake  year,  the  nature  of  the 
job  will  be  manageable  but  oth¬ 
ers  will  make  things  very  diffi¬ 
cult  for  you.  The  situation  will 
lead  to  much  frustration  and  you 
will  be  likely  to  retaliate  through 
direct  confrontations  or  outbursts 
of  anger.  Calm  yourself  down  and 
avoid  reacting  impulsively  be¬ 
cause  it  will  place  you  in  a  bad 
light  or  get  you  into  more  serious 
troubles.  Thinking  carefully  and 
rationally  will  provide  you  with 
smart  and  effective  solutions.  The 
best  part  of  this  year  will  be  that 
luck  will  favor  you  allowing  you 
most  likely  to  get  out  of  troubles 
unscathed. 

Wealth 


Lee,  Yee  &  Company,  P.C.  is  a  CPA  firm  that  takes  great  pride  in  its  ability  to  offer  competent  professional 

services  on  a  timely  and  personal  basis.  We  pay  strict  attention  to  ensure  that  our  firm  measures  up  to  the 
standards  expected  of  the  profession.  We  know  that  this  attention  to  maintaining  standards  reflects  in  how  we  care 
for  our  current  and  prospective  clients. 


We  offer  a  wide  range  of  services  that  clients  will  come  to  expect  from  the  accounting  firm  of  the  future.  Formed  in 
1988,  Lee,  Yee  &  Company  is  proud  to  be  one  of  the  leading  minority  CPA  Firms  in  the  Greater  Boston  area.  The  firm 
represents  clients  with  a  broad  range  of  business  activities. 


We  are  a  member  of  the  American  Institute  of  Certified  Public 
Accountants  (AICPA)  and  the  Massachusetts  Society  of  Certified 
Public  Accountants  (MSPCA).  We  are  certified  as  a  minority  owned 
business  enterprise  by  the  Massachusetts  Supplier  Diversity  Office 
Assistance  (SDO). 


Contact  us  at: 

LYC  Financial  Group 

195  Worcester  Street,  Suite  201 
Wellesley  Hills,  MA  02481 

ph:  781-237-2525 
email:  info@lyccpa.com 

www.lyccpa.com 
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Your  main  wealth  stream  will 
be  unstable  but  your  earnings 
will  be  average.  Whether  you  are 
able  to  keep  your  savings  will  be 
heavily  dependent  on  you  avoid¬ 
ing  legal  problems,  being  cheated 
or  incurring  other  forms  of  un¬ 
expected  expenditure.  Your  side 
wealth  will  be  much  better  than 
your  main  wealth  and  it  will  be 
likely  to  allow  you  to  achieve 
greater  earnings  through  invest¬ 
ments  or  gambling  related  activi¬ 
ties. 

Relationship 

Being  aware  of  many  difficult 
people  around  you  might  lead  you 
to  be  defensive  and  overly  sensi¬ 
tive.  Hence  if  you  are  single,  re¬ 
lationship  matters  might  not  be 
your  top  priority.  You  might  be 
skeptical  when  interested  parties 
express  their  feelings  for  you. 
True  love  will  have  difficulty 
reaching  you  through  the  tall  and 
thick  defensive  wall  you  have 
built  around  yourself.  Although 
you  will  need  to  be  careful,  avoid 
shutting  everybody  out  of  your 
life.  If  you  are  seeing  someone  or 
are  married,  you  might  be  overly 
suspicious  and  confrontational. 
It  will  be  best  to  maintain  open 
communication  channels.  How¬ 
ever,  you  might  need  to  lessen 
the  hostility  by  not  allowing  your 
communication  to  become  like  an 
interrogation.  If  you  are  unable  to 
trust  your  partner  notwithstand¬ 
ing  what  your  partner  says  and 
does,  it  will  probably  indicate 
that  there  is  something  seriously 
j  /wrong  with  your  relationship, 
oil  Thus  you  will  have  to  make  a  de¬ 
cision  about  your  relationship  be¬ 
fore  it  drives  you  into  becoming  a 
worse  person. 


}  Li  i  f :  'J  £  fi  t.f 


Health 


Your  health  will  be  average 


and  the  potential  health  problems 
that  you  might  suffer  from  will 
be  those  that  relate  to  you  hav¬ 
ing  high  blood  pressure.  Remind 
yourself  to  control  your  temper 
and  avoid  getting  into  drastic 
mood  swings.  If  you  have  a  great 
deal  of  frustration  built  up  within 
you,  you  might  try  to  channel  it 
through  exercise  or  participat¬ 
ing  in  activities  that  you  enjoy. 
Although  it  is  well  known  that 
carbohydrates  might  be  happy 
food,  avoid  stuffing  yourself  silly 
because  overeating  will  lead  to 
other  health  problems. 

People 

There  will  be  a  great  deal  of 
betrayals,  back-stabbings  and 
false  accusations.  Many  people 
will  be  trying  to  cheat,  sabotage, 
implicate  you  or  get  you  into 
trouble.  People  will  attempt  to 
cause  harm  to  you  behind  your 
back  while  direct  confrontations 
will  be  minimal.  However  those 
that  try  to  harm  you  will  be  fam¬ 
ily  or  those  whom  you  think  of  as 
friends.  The  support  you  might 
get  from  others  will  be  weak 
but  not  entirely  non-existent.  Be 
careful  but  avoid  becoming  par¬ 
anoid  or  offensive.  Be  clear  and 
precise  when  communicating  and 
avoid  sharing  confidential  and 
sensitive  information  with  others. 
Keep  from  sharing  personal  opin¬ 
ions  to  avoid  them  being  used 
against  you  to  place  you  in  a  bad 
light.  When  it  comes  to  important 
information  or  matters  pertaining 
to  investments,  you  might  want  to 
gather  critical  information  your¬ 
self  instead  of  relying  on  others. 
Most  importantly,  avoid  legal 
problems  or  the  possibility  of  vi¬ 
olating  company  policies  or  pro¬ 
cedures.  If  you  are  unsure,  seek 
professional  help.  You  will  not 
be  a  pushover  and  will  be  able  to 
handle  matters  head  on  this  year. 
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There  will  even  be  a  strong  likeli¬ 
hood  of  you  being  unable  to  con¬ 
trol  your  anger  leading  to  the  use 
of  force  that  might  result  in  you 
committing  a  criminal  offense. 
Instead  of  violence,  use  your  wits 
instead  as  it  will  be  more  effec¬ 
tive. 


Rabbit 

General 

This  Snake  year  will  be  a  good 
time  for  learning  and  planning. 
Although  this  year  might  seem  to 
be  fine,  the  undercurrents  will  be 
strong.  While  you  will  be  able  to 
gain  support  from  people  easily, 
equally  there  will  be  a  high  risk 
of  being  cheated,  blackmailed 
and  taken  advantage  of  by  oth¬ 
ers.  There  will  be  the  possibility 
of  being  verbally  and  physically 
attacked.  There  will  also  be  signs 
of  legal  problems  with  even  the 
risk  of  receiving  a  custodial  sen¬ 
tence.  People -who  will  be  likely 
to  harm  you  will  be  those  who  are 
close  to  you  or  those  you  think 
of  as  friends.  If  you  have  been 
slipshod  in  your  tasks,  are  selfish 
and  inconsiderate,  the  backlash 
will  be  severe  during  this  year. 
However  if  you  carry  out  your 
tasks  diligently  while  maintain¬ 
ing  strong  and  genuine  relation¬ 
ships,  you  will  be  able  to  avoid 
the  above-mentioned  problems 
and  will  be  fine.  There  might  also 
be  bad  news  regarding  your  fam¬ 
ily  and  relatives  that  might  be  life 
threatening.  You  will  also  run  the 
risk  of  being  attacked  by  animals. 

Career 

You  will  have  many  advan¬ 
tages  in  your  career  during  this 
ytear  in  having  better  focus  and 
mOre  support  from  others.  Hence, 
this  will  be  an  appropriate  time 


for  learning  and  planning.  People 
will  generally  be  cooperative  and 
friendly  towards  you.  However, 
you  will  have  the  inclination  to 
get  carried  away  and  careless  in 
your  judgment  and  work.  This 
will  make  you  an  easy  target  of 
being  cheated  and  misled  by 
people  easily.  You  might  also  get 
yourself  into  serious  trouble  by 
trusting  the  wrong  people.  They 
might  make  a  mess  of  your  tasks 
or  run  away  with  the  money  that 
you  have  entrusted  with  them. 
There  will  also  be  the  likeli¬ 
hood  of  getting  into  legal  prob¬ 
lems  that  might  range  from  small 
misdemeanors,  the  violation  of 
company  policies,  lawsuits  and 
even  criminal  offences.  If  you  get 
caught  up  in  such  problems,  the 
consequences  might  include  mon¬ 
etary  penalties  and  even  the  pos¬ 
sibility  of  a  custodial  sentence. 
This  year,  people  will  not  hesitate 
to  lash  out  at  you  when  there  are 
disagreements  which  could  lead 
to  verbal  and  even  physical  at¬ 
tacks.  Thus,  you  might  want  to  be 
very  careful  in  whom  you  might 
trust,  whom  you  deal  with  and 
prioritizing  your  tasks.  For  im¬ 
portant  matters,  you  will  need  to 
dedicate  effort  and  time  on  them 
personally.  Ensure  important  in¬ 
structions  and  agreements  are  in 
writing.  Be  clear  and  precise  in 
your  communications.  If  there 
are  disagreements,  you  will  need 
to  gather  your  facts  and  figures 
before  engaging  in  discussions. 

Wealth 

Your  wealth  luck  will  be  rather 
weak  with  you  having  difficulty 
saving  money  and  high  expens¬ 
es  potentially  draining  out  your 
savings.  If  you  are  in  business 
or  work  in  a  sales  capacity,  this 
could  be  a  challenging  year.  Gen¬ 
erally,  you  will  be  likely  to  lose 
money,  be  cheated  or  spend  a  lot 
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of  money  to  get  yourself  out  of 
trouble.  This  will  not  be  a  good 
year  to  make  impulsive  financial 
decisions.  Investment  plans  that 
sound  too  good  to  be  true,  most 
likely  are.  You  will  need  to  be 
prepared  to  do  research  if  you 
want  to  engage  in  investments  or 
procurement.  You  will  likely  be 
overcharged  or  short-changed. 
Although  you  will  be  alert,  you 
will  also  be  slipshod  when  verify¬ 
ing  or  going  through  the  details. 
There  will  be  people  who  might 
abscond  with  money  you  have  en¬ 
trusted  them.  You  might  need  to 
incur  expenses  for  bail,  engaging 
lawyers  and  being  blackmailed. 
As  such,  staying  away  from  trou¬ 
ble  will  help  you  save  money. 

Relationship 

If  you  are  single,  you  will  like¬ 
ly  meet  many  suitors.  However, 
you  will  need  to  be  very  careful 
in  identifying  the  right  person  for 
you.  You  will  be  just  as  likely  to 
meet  the  love  of  your  life  as  well 
as  kissing  toads.  There  will  be  sin¬ 
cere  and  genuine  people  as  well 
as  those  trying  to  take  advantage 
of  your  money,  blackmail  you  or 
getting  you  into  an  abusive  rela¬ 
tionship.  You  will  need  to  be  very 
honest  and  realistic  with  yourself 
about  the  type  of  relationship  that 
you  will  want  to  get  into.  If  you 
are  in  a  relationship,  there  will 
be  a  strong  likelihood  of  a  lot  of 
tension.  Your  partner  might  find 
you  indifferent,  self-centered  or 
unreasonable.  You  will  have  a 
strong  tendency  of  belittling  your 
partner  or  ignoring  your  partners’ 
feelings.  Although  you  will  not 
need  to  be  obliging  there  should 
still  be  mutual  respect  and  care 
between  each  other.  Let  your 
partner  understand  what  you  are 
going  through  and  help  work  out 
your  differences  together.  Estab¬ 


lish  whether  the  tension  is  a  tem¬ 
porary  phase  or  only  the  tip  of 
the  iceberg.  Being  abusive  might 
cause  either  one  of  you  to  walk 
out  of  the  relationship  abruptly  or 
get  entangled  in  a  long  and  pain¬ 
ful  emotional  and  mental  torture. 

Health 

Your  immune  system  will  be 
weak  during  this  year.  There  will 
not  be  life-threatening  situations 
but  there  might  be  the  possibility 
of  falling  ill  easily  or  for  longer 
periods.  As  such  you  might  want 
to  improve  your  immune  system. 
There  will  also  be  the  strong  like¬ 
lihood  of  being  attacked  by  ani¬ 
mals.  If  you  have  pets  at  home  or 
work  in  an  environment  that  has 
animals,  be  very  careful  when 
handling  them.  Avoid  going  to 
places  where  you  might  encoun¬ 
ter  stray  animals.  Furthermore, 
there  might  be  some  very  bad 
news  from  family  and  relatives 
that  might  involve  life  threaten¬ 
ing  situations  or  even  death. 

People 

While  you  will  be  able  to  ob¬ 
tain  support  generally,  there  will 
be  many  instances  of  cheating, 
blackmailing  and  being  verbally 
or  physically  assaulted.  You  will 
need  to  be  selective  in  whom  you 
might  trust  and  be  diligent  when 
handling  important  matters.  It 
seems  that  you  will  be  likely  to  be 
harmed  by  someone  close  to  you 
like  your  good  friends,  close  col¬ 
leagues  or  even  family.  This  will 
be  a  vital  year  that  will  show  your 
ability  in  managing  relationships 
with  others.  If  you  offend  or  re¬ 
ject  those  who  might  help  you  or 
surround  yourself  with  insincere 
people,  there  will  be  a  high  like¬ 
lihood  that  you  will  find  your¬ 
self  in  a  rut  during  this  year.  On 


the  other  hand,  if  you  have  been 
maintaining  sincere  friends  or  re¬ 
lationships,  this  will  be  tremen¬ 
dously  helpful  during  this  year. 
They  will  be  able  to  pull  you  out 
of  trouble  or  help  you  to  circum¬ 
vent  problems.  The  serious  aspect 
of  this  year  will  be  the  likelihood 
of  facing  legal  penalties  that 
might  range  from  traffic  fines 
to  both  civil  and  criminal  court 
cases.  The  court  cases  might  see 
you  facing  lawsuits  or  even  fac¬ 
ing  prosecution.  However,  the 
worst  outcome  will  be  the  risk  of 
receiving  a  custodial  sentence. 


Dragon 

General 

You  will  do  very  well  during 
the  Snake  year.  However  as  you 
might  have  gone  through  a  great 
deal  last  year,  you  might  be  feel¬ 
ing  depressed  and  will  prefer  to 
have  more  personal  space.  Even 
though  you  will  be  showered  with 
love  and  support,  you  might  still 
feel  emotionally  detached.  You 
will  want  to  pull  yourself  to¬ 
gether  and  make  the  best  of  this 
great  year.  You  will  be  propelled 
to  greater  heights  in  various  areas 
of  your  life  such  as  your  career, 
wealth  and  relationship.  Although 
you  might  not  want  to  socialize, 
you  will  not  need  to  kick  everyone 
out  of  your  life.  You  might  take  it 
slow  and  maintain  a  friendly  dis¬ 
tance  with  everybody.  There  will 
be  many  celebratory  events  dur¬ 
ing  this  year  that  might  include 
career  advancements,  marriage 
or  welcoming  a  new  member  to 
the  family.  Leave  the  doom  and 
gloom  mood  behind  and  indulge 
in  this  joyous  and  wonderful 
Snake  year. 

Career 


This  will  be  a  great  year  for 
career  advancement,  business  ex¬ 
pansion  and  the  implementation  of 
your  career  plans.  You  will  likely 
receive  positive  news  regarding 
opportunities,  recognition  and 
good  deals.  Your  popularity  will 
soar  and  you  will  attract  support 
like  a  magnet.  Although  you  will 
be  showered  with  support  and 
good  news,  you  might  still  feel 
unhappy,  burnt  out  or  indifferent. 
This  will  likely  be  caused  by  the 
trauma  you  experienced  during 
2012.  You  might  have  seen  the 
cruelty  of  others  when  you  were 
down  and  the  speed  they  changed 
positions  to  suit  the  situation.  You 
will  likely  rise  in  your  position  at 
work  but  might  alienate  yourself 
from  others  by  preferring  to  keep 
to  yourself.  You  might  also  need 
to  re-ignite  your  passion  for  your 
work  and  not  allow  others  to  af¬ 
fect  your  attitude  nor  reduce  your 
job  satisfaction  and  of  being  re¬ 
warded.  It  will  be  advantageous 
to  focus  on  building  rapport,  net¬ 
working  and  engaging  in  interac¬ 
tive  activities  such  as  presenta¬ 
tions  and  negotiations.  You  will 
be  able  to  clinch  very  good  busi¬ 
ness  deals.  Although  you  might 
not  need  to  be  close  to  your  busi¬ 
ness  associates  and  colleagues  or 
share  your  personal  opinions  or 
sensitive  information  with  them, 
you  might  still  need  to  maintain 
a  healthy  and  friendly  distance 
from  them.  With  their  support 
you  will  make  huge  strides  dur¬ 
ing  this  year,  as  there  will  be  few 
obstacles  and  problems.  Make  the 
best  out  of  this  year. 

Wealth 

You  will  have  high  potential 
of  achieving  salary  increments 
that  will  enable  you  to  improve 
your  financial  status  tremendous- 
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ly.  If  you  earn  through  commis¬ 
sions,  sales  or  business,  you  will 
be  able  to  earn  even  more  mon¬ 
ey  from  these  areas.  You  will  be 
highly  persuasive  and  clients  will 
be  likely  to  accept  whatever  rec¬ 
ommendations  presented  to  them. 
Most  of  the  expenses  incurred 
this  year  will  be  related  to  deco¬ 
rations,  makeovers,  entertainment 
and  medical  expenses.  Since  your 
wealth  luck  will  be  very  strong, 
these  expenses  will  only  have  an 
insignificant  impact  on  your  fi¬ 
nances. 

Relationship 

If  you  are  single,  there  will  be 
the  appearance  of  many  admirers 
during  this  year.  However,  you 
will  feel  that  they  love  you  more 
than  you  love  them  or  you  will 
have  difficulty  in  committing  to 
a  relationship.  Some  of  you  might 
prefer  not  to  be  in  a  relationship 
at  all  while  others  might  try  it 
out  but  will  behave  indifferently 
that  might  result  in  your  partner 
to  feel  discouraged.  This  indiffer¬ 
ence  will  be  a  passing  phase  and 
unlikely  to  be  caused  by  the  part¬ 
ner  you  have  committed  yourself 
to.  It  will  be  strongly  related  to 
you  being  emotionally  and  men¬ 
tally  burnt  out.  However  you  will 
not  need  to  deprive  yourself  of  a 
relationship  during  this  year.  If 
you  are  seeing  someone  or  are  in 
a  marriage,  you  might  appear  to 
be  cold  towards  your  partner.  You 
might  let  your  partner  know  that 
there  is  nothing  wrong  with  your 
relationship  and  you  are  feel¬ 
ing  physically  and  emotionally 
drained.  If  you  are  married,  there 
will  be  the  celebration  of  wel¬ 
coming  new  family  member. 

Health 

Your  health  will  be  weak  and 
you  might  be  ill  easily  and  more 


frequently.  Although  there  will 
not  be  life-threatening  situations, 
your  health  condition  might  cause 
you  to  feel  lethargic,  moody  or 
even  keep  away  from  people  more 
than  usual.  This  will  deprive  you 
from  progressing  as  fast  as  you 
might  during  this  year.  Improve 
your  immune  system  and  remain 
healthy.  Your  emotions  and  men¬ 
tal  health  will  be  worse  than  your 
physical  health  and  you  might 
find  yourself  feeling  depressed. 
Try  to  maintain  positive  thoughts 
and  surround  yourself  with  posi¬ 
tive  people.  If  you  are  female  and 
are  in  a  relationship,  there  will  be 
the  likelihood  of  conceiving  or 
giving  birth  this  year. 

People 

The  people  problems  during 
this  year  will  be  few.  It  will  be 
unlikely  that  anybody  will  want 
to  do  anything  that  will  harm,  be¬ 
tray  or  inconvenience  you.  People 
will  love  and  support  you  and  will 
want  to  be  involved  in  whatever 
you  might  be  doing.  Although 
you  will  not  be  ready  to  welcome 
them  with  extended  arms,  you 
might  want  to  avoid  distancing 
yourself  from  others.  As  you  will 
make  great  progress  during  this 
year,  their  support  will  form  a 
critical  factor  as  to  the  extent  of 
your  success.  You  will  not  need  to 
share  everything  with  them,  but 
only  maintain  a  cordial  relation¬ 
ship  and  let  them  feel  that  they 
are  part  of  your  life. 


Snake 

General 

This  will  be  a  roller  coaster 
year  with  many  ups  and  downs. 
When  all  seems  to  be  well,  you 
might  suddenly  find  yourself 
struck  by  a  meteorite  the  next 


moment.  Your  mood  swings  will 
be  drastic  and  you  might  get  very 
emotional,  unhappy  and  rest¬ 
less.  Instead  of  dealing  with  be¬ 
trayals  and  back-stabbings,  you 
might  have  to  handle  direct  and 
intense  conflicts  with  others.  Be¬ 
ing  emotional  and  impulsive  will 
place  you  into  a  more  vulnerable 
position.  Although  you  might  feel 
wronged,  try  to  avoid  direct  con¬ 
flicts  with  others.  The  support 
that  you  might  get  from  others 
will  be  weak  but  not  non-exis¬ 
tent.  You  will  be  better  of  adopt¬ 
ing  slow  and  measured  approach 
during  this  Snake  year.  Try  not  to 
be  too  hard  on  yourself  and  treat 
this  year  as  a  vacation.  There  will 
be  signs  of  being  accident-prone 
and  undergoing  surgeries.  As 
such,  you  might  want  to  focus  on 
your  health  and  safety.  The  com¬ 
fort  that  you  will  have  will  be  that 
you  will  be  blessed  with  a  Neu¬ 
tralizer  Star  that  will  help  you  to 
minimize  the  impact  of  such  dev¬ 
astating  matters.  Even  so,  it  will 
be  best  to  maintain  a  low  profile 
during  this  Snake  year. 

Career 

This  will  be  a  very  erratic  year 
when  your  career  is  concerned. 
When  all  seems  to  be  right,  prob¬ 
lems  and  crisis  will  strike  sud¬ 
denly  from  nowhere.  There  will 
also  be  many  uncooperative  peo¬ 
ple  who  will  have  no  intention  to 
conceal  their  hostility  towards 
you.  Concurrently,  you  will  also 
be  more  impulsive  and  confused 
during  this  year.  This  might  result 
in  you  being  emotional  and  im¬ 
pair  your  judgment  in  matters  and 
being  unlikely  to  contain  your  an¬ 
ger  and  annoyance.  Although  you 
will  be  blessed  with  a  Neutraliz¬ 
ing  Star  that  might  minimize  the 
damage  that  you  might  suffer,  it 
will  still  be  best  for  you  to  calm 
yourself  down.  Avoid  implement¬ 


ing  ambitious  plans  during  this 
year  but  instead  adopt  conserva¬ 
tive  plans.  Not  only  might  it  help 
you  progress,  it  will  minimize 
the  risk  that  you  take.  If  there  are 
matters  or  people  that  anger  you, 
try  to  take  a  deep  breath  or  have  a 
short  break  and  evaluate  the  situa¬ 
tion  when  you  have  calmed  down. 
You  will  be  able  to  manage  the 
situation  in  a  better  and  effective 
way.  Although  it  will  be  likely  for 
you  to  engage  in  direct  conflicts 
with  others,  unfortunately  it  will 
not  be  good  to  be  seen  quarrel¬ 
ling  with  your  colleagues  or  busi¬ 
ness  associates.  You  will  need 
people’s  support  and  must  not  be 
seen  as  being  a  difficult  person 
or  a  poor  team  player.  If  you  are 
required  to  work  with  sharp  tools 
or  operate  machinery,  you  might 
want  to  be  more  careful  to  avoid 
injuring  yourself.  If  you  have  dif¬ 
ficulty  in  focusing,  it  will  be  best 
to  wait  till  you  feel  better  before 
carrying  out  tasks.  There  will  be 
a  lot  of  trouble  along  the  way  and 
the  process  might  be  tormenting. 
However,  by  pulling  yourself  to¬ 
gether  and  keeping  your  temper 
in  check,  you  will  be  able  to  do 
fine. 

Wealth 

If  you  are  earning  a  stable  in¬ 
come,  there  should  not  be  any 
major  problems.  If  you  will  be 
earning  through  commissions 
or  sales,  your  earnings  might  be 
very  erratic.  Notwithstanding  the 
manner  of  your  earnings,  there 
will  be  very  high  expenses  during 
this  year  that  might  be  related  to 
undergoing  surgery,  being  acci¬ 
dent-prone  or  having  to  resolve 
conflicts.  It  will  not  only  be  diffi¬ 
cult  to  save  but  the  large  expenses 
might  consume  your  savings.  Be 
healthy,  keep  yourself  out  of  trou¬ 
ble  and  adopt  conservative  finan¬ 
cial  management  during  this  year. 
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February  8,  2013 


Sampan  \  horoscope 


Relationship 

If  you  are  single,  the  chances 
of  falling  in  love  during  this  year 
will  be  rather  slim.  There  will  be 
many  other  areas  of  your  life  that 
will  require  higher  priority  than 
relationship  matters.  If  you  are 
attached  or  married,  there  will  be 
a  lot  of  arguments  and  fights.  If 
not  well  managed,  it  might  end  up 
in  a  separation.  It  will  be  highly 
likely  that  the  pressure  and  prob¬ 
lems  that  you  face  in  other  ar¬ 
eas  of  your  life  will  affect  your 
mood  badly  and  you  might  take 
it  out  on  your  partner.  This  will 
be  a  rough  year  for  you  and  every 
support  that  you  might  receive 
will  be  precious.  Instead  of  di¬ 
recting  your  anger  at  your  part¬ 
ner,  it  will  be  better  that  you  try 
to  get  understanding  and  support 
from  your  partner  by  letting  your 
partner  know  what  you  are  going 
through.  At  the  very  least,  you 
will  one  less  problem  for  you  to 
worry  about. 

Health 

There  will  be  strong  indication 
of  undergoing  surgeries  and  be¬ 
ing  accident-prone.  This  might  be 
severe  and  you  might  want  to  pay 


extra  attention  during  this  year. 
Reduce  traveling  and  avoid  en¬ 
gaging  in  high-risk  activities.  If 
you  drive,  operate  machinery  or 
handle  sharp  tools,  you  will  need 
to  be  focused.  If  you  are  feeling 
tired  or  unable  to  concentrate  it 
will  be  best  to  take  public  trans¬ 
port  or  to  conduct  the  high  risk 
task  when  you  feel  better  or  are 
able  to  focus  better.  There  will 
also  be  virus  related  health  prob¬ 
lems  and  you  might  get  infected 
easily.  Aside  from  having  a  strong 
immune  system,  you  might  also 
need  to  be  careful  about  your  life¬ 
style,  the  food  that  you  consume 
and  places  that  you  visit. 

People 

The  people  issues  during  this 
Snake  year  will  be  more  likely 
be  direct  confrontations  instead 
of  gossip  or  betrayals.  Your  emo¬ 
tions  will  be  unstable  and  will 
very  likely  experience  emotional 
out-burst  as  you  will  have  diffi¬ 
culty  in  suppressing  your  emo¬ 
tions.  If  there  is  any  matter  that 
might  not  suit  you  or  anybody  that 
annoys  you,  you  will  tend  to  over 
react  and  flare  up  without  leaving 
much  time  for  thought  and  might 
say  things  that  you  will  regret. 
You  might  also  find  yourself  eas¬ 


ily  manipulated  by  others  or  be¬ 
ing  placed  in  a  bad  light.  There 
will  also  be  a  high  likelihood  of 
becoming  defensive  and  reading 
too  much  into  matters.  Luck  will 
not  be  with  you  during  this  year 
and  it  will  be  best  not  to  engage 
in  any  direct  conflicts  with  oth¬ 
ers.  You  will  need  more  support 
than  in  previous  years  and  will 
not  wish  to  come  across  as  a  dif¬ 
ficult  person.  Even  if  you  will 
not  like  someone  or  the  way  the 
person  handles  matters,  it  will  be 
best  to  exercise  self-control  and 
express  your  opinions  and  ideas 
in  a  more  subtle  manner. 


Horse 

General 

You  will  be  full  of  vibrancy 
and  energy  as  well  as  charmingly 
attractive  to  many  people  dur¬ 
ing  this  snake  year.  This  will  be 
one  of  those  years  that  you  might 
prove  that  success  and  progress 
in  many  areas  of  your  life  might 
be  achieved  with  so  much  fun. 
There  will  be  lots  of  enjoyment 
and  entertainment.  You  will  do 
well  in  your  career,  make  more 
money,  build  great  networks  and 
be  madly  in  love.  This  will  be  a 
great  year  for  you  but  nothing  is 
perfect.  There  will  be  minor  hic¬ 
cups  and  obstacles  along  the  way 
but  they  will  definitely  not  damp¬ 
en  your  mood.  One  of  the  poten¬ 
tial  problems  will  be  you  might 
get  so  carried  away  with  network¬ 
ing  that  you  might  overlook  deal¬ 
ing  with  basic  matters  and  daily 
chores.  With  self-discipline,  you 
will  be  able  to  minimize  problems 
that  arise  in  this  area.  However, 
the  other  major  potential  problem 
will  be  that  you  might  easily  cross 
the  line  from  being  friendly  to  be¬ 
ing  a  philanderer.  The  potential 
damage  might  be  severe  because 
it  might  cost  you  your  career,  in¬ 
tegrity  or  even  long-term  happi¬ 
ness.  Use  your  charm  wisely  and 
have  fun.  Be  socially  responsible 
and  avoid  hurting  anybody,  espe¬ 
cially  your  family  and  friends. 

Career 

You  will  be  enthusiastic  and 
passionate  about  what  you  will 
be  doing  and  your  energetic  drive 
will  be  reciprocated  by  strong 
support  from  others.  Your  popu¬ 
larity  will  be  strong  and  this  will 
be  a  great  time  to  engage  in  ac¬ 
tivities  involving  interaction  such 
as  presentations,  negotiations  and 
networking.  You  will  also  clinch 
good  business  deals  and  will  find 
yourself  in  the  limelight  and  be 
highly  visible.  Your  career  prog¬ 
ress  will  be  generally  good  with 
the  occasional  hiccup.  If  you  are 
male,  you  will  do  well.  If  you  are 
female,  you  might  also  do  well 
by  obtaining  better  support  from 
male  colleagues  or  business  as¬ 
sociates.  There  will  be  two  po¬ 
tential  problems  that  you  might 
need  to  be  wary  about.  The  first 
will  be  that  you  might  get  car¬ 
ried  away  while  networking  and 
building  rapport  that  you  might 
overlook  the  analytical  or  opera¬ 
tional  aspect  of  your  work  like 
overlooking  your  administrative 
responsibilities.  You  might  even 
forget  to  log  in  your  sales  into  the 
system  and  this  might  affect  your 
commissions.  While  you  will  be 
enjoying  yourself  and  doing  well, 
remember  to  continue  to  carry  out 
basic  tasks  notwithstanding  that 
they  are  mundane  and  boring.  The 
second  potential  problem  will  be 
that  you  will  be  prone  to  develop 
office  relationships  or  extra  mari¬ 
tal  affairs.  Do  not  give  in  to  such 
temptations  because  this  will 
greatly  affect  your  professional¬ 
ism  and  integrity. 
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Music  Worcester  presents 
Direct  from  Beijing,  The  People’s  Republic  of  China 

The  China  National  Symphony 
Friday,  February  15,  2013  8PM 

Mechanics  Hall  in  Worcester 


Wu  Muye,  Piano 


Xia  Guan 

Earth  Requiem 

Tchaikovsky 

Piano  Concerto  #/ 

Rachmaninoff 
Symphony  #2 


United  Bank 


Bryant  University 
US-China  Institute 


■  Saint  Vincent 
Hospital 


’Chinese  - 


Year! 


Adults  $49 
Students  $15 
Youth  $5 


■ 

& 


musicworcester.org  508-754-3231 

Tickets  &  Information 


Wealth 

If  your  earnings  are  through 
marketing,  sales,  business  and 
will  be  presentation  oriented,  you 
will  be  able  to  do  very  well  dur¬ 
ing  this  year.  Your  popularity  will 
allow  you  to  attract  money  like 
a  magnet.  Many  people  will  find 
you  charming  and  highly  convinc¬ 
ing  that  they  will  want  to  provide 
you  great  business  deals  and  job 
opportunities.  However,  you  will 
also  tend  to  spend  a  great  deal  on 
entertainment  and  socializing.  As 
such,  it  might  not  be  easy  for  you 
to  save  money  and  might  want  to 
keep  your  expenses  low.  Even  if 
you  will  be  able  to  earn  a  lot  of 
money  during  this  year,  it  will  be 
best  for  you  to  keep  it  for  rainy 
days.  Your  luck  with  games  and 
investments  will  be  rather  weak. 
As  such  it  will  not  be  advisable 
to  engage  in  investments  or  gam¬ 
bling  related  activities. 

Relationship 

If  you  are  single,  you  will  at¬ 
tract  many  admirers  that  will 
consist  of  both  compatible  and 
non-compatible  ones.  Although 
you  will  be  in  a  friendly  and  so¬ 
ciable  mood,  you  might  still  need 
to  be  honest  to  yourself  and  be 
clear  when  it  comes  to  relation¬ 
ship  commitments.  If  you  are  not 
interested  in  anyone,  it  will  be 
better  to  make  it  clear  to  them  in¬ 
stead  of  leading  them  on.  Being  a 
multiple-timer  will  not  be  a  good 
idea  and  you  will  run  the  high 
risk  of  hurting  others  as  well  as , 
yourself.  If  you  are  in  a  relation¬ 
ship  or  are  married,  this  will  be  a 
great  year  for  you  to  strengthen 
your  relationship.  There  will  be 
temptations  from  other  places  and 
(you  will  also  be  unable  to  prevent 
others  from  loving  you.  Do  nof 
forgo  long-term  happiness  in  a 
fit  of  impulse.  Even  as  you  avoid 
having  affairs,  you  might  want  to 
pay  extra  attention  to  avoid  be¬ 
ing  misunderstood,  especially  by 
your  partner.  If  your  partner  were 
to  misunderstand  you,  try  to  sort 
things  out  clearly  as  soon  as  pos¬ 
sible. 

Health 

You  will  be  prone  to  health 
issues  that  will  be  related  to  the 
liver,  lungs  and  having  inade¬ 
quate  rest.  Most  of  these  health 
problems  might  be  related  to  ex¬ 
cessive  drinking,  smoking  while 
not  having  adequate  rest  or  living 
an  unbalance  lifestyle.  Although 
you  will  be  popular  during  this 
year  and  will  be  likely  to  be  in¬ 
vited  to  many  events,  it  will  not 
imply  that  your  body  will  be  able 
to  withstand  excessive  drinking, 
food  and  socializing.  You  might 
play  hard  but  still  have  to  exer¬ 
cise  discretion.  This  might  be  a 
wonderful  year  but  do  not  neglect 
your  health. 

People 

The  people  problems  in  the 
form  of  betrayals  and  back-stab- 
bings  will  be  less  than  other  years- 
Although  you  might  not  need  to 
be  overly  worried  about  being  ma¬ 
nipulated  or  betrayed,  avoid  let¬ 
ting  down  your  guard  completely. 
Generally,  everybody  will  be  in  a 
friendly  towards  you  and  you  will 
also  be  sociable.  It  will  be  fine  to 
fall  in  love  and  get  into  a  proper 
relationship.  However,  you  will 
also  be  likely  to  fall  into  traps 
of  having  short-term  affairs  or 
extra  marital  affairs.  This  might 
become  a  potential  problem  re¬ 
sulting  in  you  being  blackmailed 
or  even  dragging  your  reputation 
and  career  down  the  drain.  You 
might  be  loving  and  enthusiastic. 
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but  avoid  being  a  philanderer. 


Goat 

General 

This  Snake  year  will  be  a  very 
challenging  one  and  will  be  likely 
to  be  much  worse  than  the  Drag¬ 
on  year.  The  problems  will  keep 
coming  endlessly  like  waves  hit¬ 
ting  the  shore.  This  year  will  have 
drastic  effects  on  different  areas 
of  your  life  from  the  personal 
to  career.  There  will  also  be  be¬ 
reavement  in  the  family,  in  par¬ 
ticular  the  older  family  members. 
The  problems  will  be  less  likely 
to  be  caused  by  people  intention¬ 
ally  against  you.  Instead  you  will 
find  yourself  implicated  in  mat¬ 
ters  or  simply  being  the  unlucky 
one  holding  the  ball  when  the 
music  stops.  Avoid  making  am¬ 
bitious  moves  during  this  Snake 
year  and  avoid  engaging  conflicts 
head  on.  Instead  maintain  a  low 
profile  and  even  consider  assum¬ 
ing  a  lesser  role.  It  will  not  mat¬ 
ter  even  if  others  mock  you  or  la¬ 
bel  you  as  a  coward  or  lazy.  To 
be  successful  and  happy,  you  will 
need  to  learn  how  to  bend  and 
stretch  according  to  the  circum¬ 
stances.  The  year  will  be  all  about 
being  humble  and  learning  how  to 
adapt.  No  matter  how  many  times 
you  might  ask  “Why  Me?”,  you 
will  still  be  left  alone  to  deal  with 
the  situation.  As  such,  choose  the 
best  way  out  in  the  interim  by  ly¬ 
ing  low  to  minimize  the  damage 
that  might  come  your  way.  You 
might  want  to  spend  more  time  in 
evaluating  yourself  and  your  life. 
As  the  waves  keeping  hitting  the 
shore,  the  coastline  will  change. 
This  Snake  year  might  beat  you 
into  submission  and  change  you. 
Thus,  you  might  come  out  of  it 
crippled  or  as  a  stronger  person. 
Make  the  right  choice. 

Career 

This  will  be  a  challenging 
year.  It  will  have  nothing  to  do 
with  how  much  effort  you  are 
willing  to  put  in  your  career  or 
how  experience  you  are  in  what 
you  are  doing.  Somehow  nasty 
matters  just  keep  springing  up  on 
you  out  of  nowhere.  The  support 
that  you  could  get  in  this  year 
will  be  insignificant  comparing 
to  the  problems  that  might  arise. 
Fortunately,  the  betrayals  and 
backstabbing  will  be  considered 
average  or  even  lesser  than  in 
other  years.  However,  the  mag¬ 
nitude  of  the  problems  you  face 
will  amount  to  great  frustrations 
that  will  lead  to  having  direct 
conflicts  with  the  management 
or  colleagues.  You  will  feel  been 
sabotaged,  made  use  of,  accused 
or  even  being  treated  unjustly. 
Instead  of  people  purposely  put 


you  into  a  spot,  it  will  be  highly 
likely  that  things  just  go  haywire 
without  much  reason.  There  will 
not  be  any  logic  and  you  certainly 
do  not  deserve  the  troubles.  You 
might  want  to  calm  yourself  down 
and  avoid  getting  into  any  direct 
conflicts  with  others.  Ensure  that 
you  keep  communication  clear 
and  precise.  Have  all  documents 
in  proper  and  adhere  to  company’s 
policies.  This  will  not  be  a  good 
year  to  launch  ambitious  plans.  It 
will  be  best  for  you  to  keep  a  low 
profile  and  even  consider  taking 
lesser  responsibilities.  Try  your 
best  to  reduce  any  possible  impli¬ 
cations  or  troubles.  Also,  do  not 
take  sides  or  share  your  personal 
opinions  openly.  It  will  be  best 
to  be  seen  in  friendly  terms  with 
everybody  but  you  will  need  to 
remember  that  colleagues  are  not 
necessarily  your  friends. 

Wealth 

Your  wealth  luck  will  be  poor 
during  this  year.  There  will  not  be 
any  problem  if  you  are  earnings 
are  derived  from  a  steady  source. 
However,  there  will  be  signifi¬ 
cant  expenses  during  this  year 
and  will  make  it  difficult  to  save 
but  might,  drain  your  savings.  As 
such,  you  might  want  to  start  sav¬ 
ing  for  this  year  as  soon  as  pos¬ 
sible.  Due  to  the  possibility  of 
getting  into  financial  problems, 
you  might  want  to  avoid  making 
investments  or  engaging  in  gam¬ 
bling  related  activities. 

Relationship 

If  you  are  single,  relationship 
matters  will  not  be  a  top  priority 
during  this  Snake  year  because 
there  will  be  many  problems  com¬ 
ing  from  many  areas  of  your  life 
that  will  require  your  immediate 
attention.  Thus,  it  might  not  be 
easy  for  you  to  find  time  and  be 
in  the  correct  mood  to  fall  in  love 
this  year.  If  you  are  in  a  relation¬ 
ship,  there  will  be  a  tendency  of 
there  being  a  lot  of  tension.  There 
will  already  be  many  problems 
in  other  areas  of  your  life,  that 
you  will  wish  that  your  partner 
were  more  supportive.  However, 
your  partner  might  not  be  as  sup¬ 
portive  as  you  might  hope  for  or 
you  might  have  other  sets  of  is¬ 
sues  with  your  partner.  There 
might  be  serious  fights  that  might 
end  up  tearing  your  relationship 
apart.  It  will  be  best  for  you  to  let 
your  partner  know  what  you  are 
going  through  to  seek  his  or  her 
understanding.  Your  partner  will 
be  able  to  render  support,  being 
more  patient  with  you  or  at  least 
might  help  to  maintain  the  status 
quo.  However,  if  your  partner  will 
not  help  you  and  even  deprives 
you  of  help  from  others  or  tries  to 
create  more  problems  for  you,  it 
might  be  time  for  you  to  evaluate 


your  relationship  that  you  have 
been  trying  to  hold  on  to. 

Health 

There  will  be  endless  matters 
occurring  one  after  the  other  that 
might  prove  to  be  difficult  to  han¬ 
dle.  This  will  have  great  adverse 
effects  on  your  mood  and  will 
in  turn  affect  your  appetite.  You 
will  either  be  lacking  of  an  appe¬ 
tite  or  constantly  feeling  hungry 
though  the  possibility  of  having  a 
lack  of  appetite  will  be  far  great¬ 
er  than  suffering  from  obsessive 
and  compulsive  eating  disorders. 
When  you  lose  your  appetite, 
your  immune  system  will  weak¬ 
en  and  this  might  cause  you  to 
feel  lethargic,  unhappy  and  will 
in  turn  affect  the  way  you  han¬ 
dle  the  situations  you  face.  This 
might  become  an  adverse  vicious 
cycle.  No  matter  how  upset  you 
might  feel,  ensure  that  you  have 
proper  meals  and  a  balanced  diet. 
Notwithstanding  how  unfairly  the 
world  treats  you,  you  must  love 
yourself.  There  might  also  be  a 
death  in  the  family  or  relatives, 
in  particular  the  older  generation 
family  members. 

People 

Although  this  will  be  a  rough 
Snake  year,  the  people  issues  in 
the  way  of  back-stabbings  and  be¬ 
trayals  will  be  surprisingly  aver¬ 
age  or  even  below  average.  Your 
luck  will  seem  to  be  so  bad  that 
there  will  already  be  many  ob¬ 
stacles  even  without  the  interven¬ 
tion  of  the  many  ill-intentioned 
people.  There  will  be  some  di¬ 
rect  confrontations  that  will  be 
more  likely  be  the  result  of  you 
suspecting  those  trying  to  cause 
you  harm.  However,  you  might 
discover  that  often  others  will  not 
cause  these  problems  intentional¬ 
ly.  Instead  there  will  be  more  false 
accusations  or  misunderstanding 
that  might  bring  more  troubles. 
As  such,  try  to  be  friendly  with 
everybody  while  exercising  cau¬ 
tion  by  not  trusting  others  with 
confidential  or  sensitive  informa¬ 
tion.  Furthermore,  avoid  taking 
sides  and  getting  into  any  direct 
conflict  with  others  and  commu¬ 
nicate  clearly.  In  addition,  you 
will  need  to  minimize  the  risk  of 
being  implicated  or  being  framed 
by  having  plans  in  place  to  pro¬ 
tect  yourself. 


Monkey 

General 

This  Snake  year  will  be  a  good 
year  in  general  with  you  receiv¬ 
ing  career  advancements.  Wealth 
matters  will  be  average  but  you 
might  want  to  avoid  being  cheat¬ 
ed  or  tricked.  Your  focus  will  be 


6  »“  0  FOKWSE 

W*  -  01  1E«. 


weak  and  that  might  place  you  at 
a  disadvantage  when  implement¬ 
ing  your  plans  and  avoiding  trou¬ 
bles.  The  major  problems  will  be 
related  to  serious  people  issues 
that  might  have  a  drastic  impact 
on  your  career,  wealth  and  your 
emotional  state.  When  you  feel 
depressed,  you  might  adopt  ex¬ 
treme  measures  that  might  wors¬ 
en  your  situation.  Although  you 
will  still  receive  support  from 
relevant  people,  you  will  need 
to  pull  yourself  together  to  focus 
on  getting  things  done  and  pri¬ 
oritize  your  tasks.  Avoid  allow¬ 
ing  ill-intentioned  people  irritate 
you  to  deviate  from  your  dreams. 
Remain  calm  and  look  beyond  the 
surface.  Relationship  matters  will 
be  poor  if  you  are  in  a  relationship 
but  will  be  slightly  better  if  you 
are  single.  Your  health  will  also 
be  average.  Put  on  your  fighting 
gear  and  get  ready  to  charge  dur¬ 
ing  this  Snake  year. 

Career 

Management  will  feel  that  you 
have  great  potential  and  be  will¬ 
ing  to  provide  you  with  opportu¬ 
nities  to  excel.  As  such  you  will 
be  likely  to  be  given  a  bigger 
role,  heavier  responsibilities  or 
greater  authority.  However  that 
might  not  necessarily  translate 
into  promotions.  Notwithstand¬ 
ing,  you  might  like  them  to  take 
it  into  consideration  and  request 
for  a  promotion  if  you  are  over¬ 
looked.  With  greater  responsibili¬ 
ties  but  not  holding  an  equivalent 
position  will  result  in  hindrance 
in  the  execution  of  your  plans. 
Where  your  boss  attempts  to 
strike  a  temporary  agreement  for 
you  to  hold  the  responsibilities 
without  the  commensurate  posi- 
.  tion,  you  might  negotiate  for  a 
salary  increment  at  the  very  least. 
As  your  authority  increases  you 
will  have  greater  visibility  and 
will  attract  much  undesirable  at¬ 
tention.  There  will  be  many  who 
might  feel  upset  about  your  bet¬ 
ter  prospects.  Besides  the  usual 
back-stabbings  and  gossip,  there 
will  also  be  more  direct  confron¬ 
tations  with  you  as  well  as  oth¬ 
ers  not  hesitating  to  display  their 
hostility  towards  you.  Aside  from 
shouting  and  yelling  at  you,  they 
might  also  throw  files,  slam  doors 
or  hang  up  on  you.  It  will  only  be 
natural  to  respond  to  their  hos¬ 
tility  with  anger.  While  showing 
them  that  you  will  be  no  push¬ 
over,  you  might  also  want  to  look 
beyond  the  surface  to  establish 
your  true  enemies  and  knock 
them  down  without  resorting  to 
unbecoming  behavior  such  as 
throwing  objects  or  engaging  in 
yelling  matches.  There  will  also 
be  a  fair  share  of  deception  where 
others  will  attempt  to  get  you  into 
trouble,  cheat  or  manipulate  you. 
Unfortunately,  your  focus  will  be 


O 


Gary  Christenson,  Mayor 


© 


Visit  me! 

www.cityofmalden.org 


Find  me  on  Facebook! 

City  of  Maiden  (Official) 


© 


Write  to  me! 

mayor@cityofmalden.org 


Call  me! 

781.397.7000 


Sampan  \  horoscope 


February  8,  2013 


14 


rather  weak  and  you  will  be  like¬ 
ly  to  overlook  details  and  be  for¬ 
getful.  As  such  you  will  become 
easy  prey  for  those  who  want  to 
see  you  in  trouble.  You  will  need 
to  pull  yourself  together  to  focus 
on  what  you  have  on  hand.  While 
this  Snake  year  will  be  a  good 
time  to  excel  in  your  career,  you 
will  need  to  overcome  serious  of¬ 
fice  politics  in  implementing  your 
career  plans.  Your  advantage  will 
be  the  strong  support  that  you 
will  receive  from  management 
and  people  of  authority. 

Wealth 

Your  wealth  luck  will  be  gen¬ 
erally  average.  Doing  well  in 
your  career  will  be  more  likely 
to  give  you  a  higher  position  in 
your  company  than  better  pay. 
Your  expenses  will  generally  be 
average  but  you  will  have  a  high 
tendency  of  being  deceived  by 
others  that  might  result  in  huge 
monetary  losses.  Hence,  this  will 
not  be  a  good  year  to  make  in¬ 
vestments,  participate  in  business 
ventures  or  engage  in  gambling 
related  activities.  If  you  will  be 
earning  through  commissions  or 
as  a  middleman,  you  might  dis¬ 
cover  that  those  whom  you  help 
to  connect  others  with  will  be 
likely  to  exploit  you  by  refusing 
to  pay  your  commissions  leading 
you  to  face  many  bad  debts.  Thus 
if  you  will  earn  through  commis¬ 
sions  or  act  as  a  middleman,  you 
might  want  to  ensure  that  your 
contracts  state  the  payment  mode 
and  terms  clearly. 

Relationship 

If  you  are  single,  the  chances 
of  falling  in  love  might  not  be 
very  good  but  will  not  be  that  bad 
either.  As  such,  you  might  widen 
your  social  circle  by  engaging 
in  activities  that  you  enjoy  and 


meeting  more  people  who  might 
have  similar  interests  as  you.  For 
those  of  you  in  a  relationship, 
there  will  be  a  lot  of  arguments. 
Some  of  these  arguments  will  be 
as  a  result  of  the  comments  or  be¬ 
havior  of  others  including  friends 
or  family  members.  However, 
there  will  also  be  the  possibility 
of  third  party  involvement  that 
might  cause  your  relationship  to 
fall  apart.  When  it  comes  to  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  heart,  you  might  want 
to  manage  with  care  and  act  with 
long-term  interests  in  mind. 

Health 

Your  health  will  be  generally 
fine.  Most  of  the  health  issues 
you  might  suffer  from  will  be 
those  related  to  digestion,  con¬ 
stipation  and  intestinal  problems. 
Thus  you  might  want  to  ensure 
you  drink  enough  water  and  eat 
enough  vegetables.  You  will  also 
be  prone  to  suffer  from  food  poi¬ 
soning.  If  you  travel  to  unfamiliar 
places,  you  might  not  want  to  be 
too  adventurous  when  it  comes  to 
what  you  eat. 

People 

The  people  issues  during  this 
year  will  be  like  a  piece  of  gum 
that  sticks  onto  you.  It  will  be  so 
irritating  that  you  will  be  unable 
to  ignore  it  and  yet  have  a  diffi¬ 
cult  time  getting  rid  of  it.  There 
will  be  a  dose  of  betrayals  and 
back-stabbings  that  you  might 
protect  yourself  from  well  by  be¬ 
ing  careful  and  watching  your 
back.  However,  your  main  annoy¬ 
ance  will  be  people  that  will  ex¬ 
press  their  displeasure  with  you 
openly.  They  might  confront  you 
directly  and  engage  you  in  yelling 
sessions.  Furthermore,  the^  will 
also  be  throwing  fits  in  your  pres¬ 
ence  and  remain  hostile  for  ex¬ 
tended  periods  of  time.  They  will 


persistently  remind  you  of  their 
animosity  towards  you.  It  will  be 
very  difficult  for  you  to  accept 
their  behaviour  and  bad  attitude 
in  silence.  Even  if  you  might  re¬ 
ciprocate  by  shouting  at  them  you 
might  want  to  take  some  time  to 
evaluate  the  actual  cause  of  their 
hostility  as  you  might  be  manip¬ 
ulated  by  others  who  might  be 
seeking  to  sow  discord  and  ben¬ 
efit  from  the  fall  out.  You  might 
want  to  capture  the  main  culprit 
instead  of  falling  into  a  trap. 
Apart  from  this,  you  will  also  be 
likely  to  be  deceived,  made  used 
of,  falsely  accused  or  cheated 
over  money,  investments  or  emo¬ 
tions.  Avoid  allowing  yourself  to 
be  easily  overwhelmed  with  ex¬ 
citement  and  remain  alert. 


Rooster 

General 

This  Snake  year  will  be  a 
mixed  one  for  you.  You  will  be 
able  to  excel  in  your  career  while 
receiving  a  handsome  remunera¬ 
tion.  You  will  also  receive  strong 
support  from  many  people.  This 
will  be  a  great  year  for  you  to 
look  into  making  big  plans  as 
well  as  implementing  them.  How¬ 
ever,  avoid  getting  carried  away. 
You  will  need  to  be  ambitious  and 
courageous  while  being  very  cau¬ 
tious  with  every  step  you  take. 
You  might  also  only  take  calcu¬ 
lated  risks  because  the  people 
problems  during  this  year  will  be 
severe.  In  addition  to  sabotaging 
you,  these  ill-intentioned  people 
will  do  everything  to  trick  you  or 
entangle  you  in  legal  problems. 
The  damage  will  include  crip¬ 
pling  your  career  and  draining 
your  wealth  and  these  might  af¬ 
fect  your  personal  relationship  as 
well.  Your  health  will  be  slightly 
below  average.  Be  shrewd  and 
avoid  trusting  others  easily.  Al¬ 
though  it  will  be  very  unlike  you, 
in  order  for  you  to  make  the  best 
out  of  this  year,  you  might  need 
to  wear  a  porcupine  coat. 

Career 

This  year  will  be  an  appropri¬ 
ate  time  for  you  to  implement 
your  career  plan  and  you  will  be 
well  rewarded.  There  will  be  a 
strong  indication  of  significant 
promotions  and  salary  incre¬ 
ments.  You  will  be  adopting  a 
goal-oriented  approach  to  matters 
and  will  be  very  driven.  You  will 
also  be  vocal  and  will  not  mind 
being  in  the  limelight  to  fight  for 
what  you  want.  Furthermore  you 
will  receive  strong  support  from 
management  and  authority  fig¬ 
ures.  While  you  will  do  very  well, 
there  will  be  serious  people  issues 
with  betrayals,  back-stabbings, 
misleading  you  and  getting  you 
into  trouble.  These  ill-intentioned 
people  will  be  unlikely  to  show 
their  disproval  of  you  openly  as 
they  will  be  aware  of  your  pow¬ 
er  and  authority  and  will  refrain 
from  having  direct  conflicts  with 
you.  Instead,  they  will  adopt  un¬ 
derhanded  means  to  get  even  with 
you  or  to  get  you  kicked  out  of 
the  company.  You  will  also  need 
to  watch  your  back.  Avoid  shar¬ 
ing  confidential  and  sensitive 
information  with  others  as  well 
as  sharing  personal  opinions  to 
ensure  others  do  not  repeat  out 
of  context.  Where  important  in¬ 
formation  is  required,  you  might 
want  to  gather  it  yourself  or  ver¬ 
ify  information  given  to  you  to 
avoid  being  sabotaged  by  others. 
The  other  critical  potential  prob¬ 
lem  will  be  that  there  will  be  the 
likelihood  of  encountering  legal 
problems.  You  will  also  need  to 
be  especially  careful  when  deal¬ 
ing  with  contracts  and  agree- 
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ments  and  not  be  hesitant  to  seek 
professional  help  when  required. 
Where  deals  are  too  good  to  be 
true,  they  most  likely  are.  Be  dili¬ 
gent  in  adhering  to  the  company’s 
policies,  procedures  and  author¬ 
ity.  Even  with  minor  mistakes 
there  will  be  others  making  a  big 
thing  out  of  it  that  might  cost  you 
your  promotions  and  even  your 
job.  You  will  be  ready  to  fly  high 
this  year  but  avoid  getting  carried 
away.  Keep  all  your  senses  open 
to  avoid  these  potential  problems. 

Wealth 

Your  wealth  luck  will  be  very 
strong  during  this  Snake  year 
and  will  be  able  to  make  a  great 
deal  of  money.  This  might  come 
from  securing  a  higher  income, 
other  investments,  commissions 
or  sales.  However,  there  will  be 
an  indication  of  incurring  huge 
expenses  that  might  drain  your 
earnings.  These  expenses  might 
be  as  a  result  of  you  splurging 
your  money  or  being  deceived. 
There  will  also  be  the  possibil¬ 
ity  of  spending  money  on  legal 
matters.  While  you  will  be  able 
to  make  a  lot  more  money  during 
this  year,  avoid  making  impul¬ 
sive  high-risk  financial  plans  and 
overly  ambitious  business  expan¬ 
sion  plans  that  require  substantial 
capital.  It  will  definitely  help  to 
have  saving  plans  in  place  to  lock 
up  your  money.  By  reducing  your 
expenses  and  saving  as  much  as 
you  earn,  you  might  be  able  to 
improve  your  financial  status  tre¬ 
mendously  during  this  year. 

Relationship 

rq 

If  you  are  single,  your  relation¬ 
ship  luck  might  be  slightly  better 
than  average  but  will  not  be  good 
enough  for  you  to  fall  madly  in 
love.  You  might  want  to  consider 
widening  your  social  circle  by 
making  more  new  friends  and  re¬ 
connecting  with  old  friends.  Even 
if  you  might  not  fall  in  love,  you 
will  still  make  some  good  friends 
along  the  way.  For  those  of  you 
in  a  relationship  or  married,  there 
might  be  more  tension  with  your 
partner.  Most  of  this  tension  will 
be  caused  by  other  people’s  com¬ 
ments  and  behavior.  Avoid  allow¬ 
ing  others  affect  your  relation¬ 
ship.  The  other  major  problem 
you  will  face  will  be  those  trying 
to  sow  discord  in  your  relation¬ 
ship.  Be  honest  with  yourself  and 
your  feelings  for  your  partner  and 
recall  how  you  fell  in  love  and 
how  your  relationship  has  pro¬ 
gressed.  Measure  your  own  rela¬ 
tionship  with  time  and  the  experi¬ 
ences  you  and  your  partner  have 
shared  together.  Avoid  letting  ir¬ 
relevant  people  to  come  between 
you  and  the  special  one  who  will 
walk  down  the  path  with  you  for 
many  years  to  come. 

Health 

Your  health  will  be  below  av¬ 
erage  and  most  of  these  health 
problems  will  be  related  to  your 
neglect  of  your  health  for  a  pro¬ 
longed  period  of  time.  This  might 
be  the  result  of  eating  too  much 
fatty  food,  consuming  sweet  food 
items  and  drinking  too  much  al¬ 
cohol.  Such  illnesses  will  include 
having  high  cholesterol,  diabetes 
or  liver  failure.  These  problems 
might  lead  to  other  complica¬ 
tions.  Avoid  taking  your  health 
for  granted  by  consuming  un¬ 
healthy  food;  overeating,  drink¬ 
ing  alcohol  or  smoking  and  en¬ 
suring  adequate  rest  with  regular 
exercise. 

People 

The  people  problems  will  be 
severe  during  this  Snake  year.  In- 
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stead  of  engaging  in  direct  con¬ 
frontations  with  you,  these  ill- 
intentioned  people  will  resort  to 
underhanded  means  such  as  be¬ 
trayals,  back-stabbings,  mislead¬ 
ing  or  trying  to  get  you  into  trou¬ 
ble.  Apart  from  these,  there  will 
also  be  the  likelihood  of  having 
legal  problems.  Although  the  le¬ 
gal  problems  might  include  traf¬ 
fic  fines,  they  will  also  include 
lawsuits  with  you  suing  others 
or  others  suing  you.  This  will  be 
a  critical  determining  factor  in 
terms  of  your  ability  to  excel  in 
your  career,  your  ability  to  save 
from  your  good  fortune  and  how 
you  relationship  will  be.  You 
might  enjoy  yourself  while  do¬ 
ing  well  but  be  shrewd  and  avoid 
being  gullible.  It  will  even  be  to 
your  best  interest  to  assume  that 
everybody  is  guilty  unless  proven 
innocent. 


Dog 

General 

This  will  be  considered  a  very 
important  year  for  your  personal¬ 
ly  because  there  will  be  a  strong 
indication  of  falling  in  love  or 
getting  married.  If  you  are  al¬ 
ready  married,  the  chemistry  will 
return  and  will  be  like  falling  in 
love  all  over  again.  In  general, 
this  will  be  a  great  year  to  focus 
on  building  rapport  and  activities 
that  are  highly  interactive.  You 
will  be  likely  to  receive  support 
and  have  a  great  deal  of  fun.  Such 
a  joyful  mood  will  spill  over  to 
your  career  as  well.  However,  the 
problem  at  work  will  be  that  peo¬ 
ple  will  be  likely  to  pay  you  lip 
service,  try  to  leverage  on  your 
popularity,  sabotage  you  or  in¬ 
tercept  your  opportunities.  These 
might  result  in  bad  delays  leading 
to  business  deals  being  cancelled. 
As  such,  you  will  need  to  identify 
your  true  supporters  and  diligent¬ 
ly  ensure  contracts  are  approved. 
Avoid  getting  carried  away  with 
wining  and  dining.  Matters  that 
are  not  in  writing  are  not  to  be 
trusted  that  they  will  materialize. 
Your  health  will  also  be  slight¬ 
ly  below  average.  There  will  be 
some  expenses  but  you  will  do 
fine.  Have  all  the  enjoyment  that 
you  have  long  deserved.  But  con¬ 
tinue  to  exercise  diligence  to  reap 
all  the  opportunities  and  rewards 
that  your  popularity  will  attract. 

Career 

In  the  career  area,  there  will 
be  many  corporate  events,  pre¬ 
sentations  and  other  interactive 
activities.  The  overall  feeling  at 
work  will  be  fun  and  enjoyable 
because  your  popularity  will  be 
very  strong  and  you  will  obtain 
support  from  others  easily.  This 
will  be  a  great  year  to  be  in  the 
limelight  and  to  implement  your 
plans.  If  you  are  involved  in  mar¬ 
keting  and  sales,  this  will  be  an 
exceptionally  great  year  for  you. 
Even  though  everything  will 
seem  to  be  promising  with  every¬ 
one  agreeing  with  you,  there  will 
still  be  delays  and  hiccups.  The 
cordial  and  joyful  feeling  will  be 
like  a  facade  that  will  attempt  to 
conceal  your  senses  so  that  you 
will  not  be  able  to  have  a  real  un¬ 
derstanding  of  what  is  truly  hap¬ 
pening.  Avoid  allowing  smiling 
faces  and  nodding  heads  to  fool 
you.  It  will  not  be  that  apparent 
how  others  might  leverage  on 
your  popularity  to  intercept  your 
opportunities  or  to  sabotage  you. 
There  will  many  agree  to  disagree 
instances  during  this  year.  Thus, 
it  will  be  important  for  you  to 
sharpen  your  senses  to  dissect  the 
surface  to  gain  an  insight  of  what 
is  actually  going  on.  You  will  also 
need  to  identify  whom  your  allies 
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are  so  as  to  know  whom  you  might 
trust.  You  might  be  friendly  with 
everyone  but  you  will  still  need 
to  be  diligent  to  maintain  proper 
documentation  as  well  as  ensur¬ 
ing  contracts  and  agreements  are 
signed.  Verbal  acknowledgement 
or  promises  ought  not  to  be  taken 
seriously.  Avoid  wasting  time  on 
wining  and  dining  but  instead  im¬ 
portant  deals.  This  will  be  a  fan¬ 
tastic  year  to  focus  on  networking 
and  building  rapport  while  imple¬ 
menting  your  plans  and  closing 
great  business  deals.  Similarly, 
you  will  need  to  keep  your  eyes 
on  details  to  ensure  that  what  is 
communicated  to  you  is  definite 
and  you  will  get  what  you  are  be¬ 
ing  promised.  By  taking  the  pre¬ 
caution  as  mentioned  above,  you 
will  be  able  to  secure  all  the  op¬ 
portunities  that  will  come  your 
way. 

Wealth 

Your  wealth  luck  will  be 
slightly  above  average  if  you 
will  be  earning  through  a  steady 
income.  However,  if  you  will  be 
earning  through  commissions, 
sales  or  any  forms  that  is  related 
to  popularity  and  marketing,  you 
will  be  able  to  make  a  lot  of  mon¬ 
ey  in  this  year,  probably  laughing 
to  the  bank.  There  will  be  some 
expenses  that  will  represent  be  a 
very  small  percentage  relative  to 
what  you  might  earn  during  this 
Snake  year.  You  will  also  be  un¬ 
likely  to  encounter  any  financial 
problems. 

Relationship 

This  will  be  a  great  year  for 
you  to  progress  to  the  next  level  of 
your  relationship.  For  those  who 
are  single,  there  will  be  a  strong 
likelihood  of  you  falling  madly 
in  love.  As  such,  you  might  want 
to  widen  your  social  circle  and 
keep  a  lookout  for  such  a  possi¬ 
bility.  Where  you  have  been  lead¬ 
ing  a  life  that  has  been  limited  to 
work  and  home,  you  might  need 
to  open  up  to  cater  to  the  possibil¬ 
ity  of  meeting  that  special  some¬ 
one.  For  those  of  you  who  are 
in  a  relationship,  you  might  tie 
the  knot  during  this  year.  If  you 
are  in  a  marriage,  you  will  have 
a  wonderful  time  with  your  life 
partner.  Although  there  might  be 
those  who  might  attempt  to  create 
tension  between  the  both  of  you, 
they  will  be  unable  to  sway  the 
love  you  have  for  each  other. 

Health 

Your  health  will  be  weak  but 
there  will  not  be  life-threatening 
situations.  These  health  problems 
will  be  mainly  caused  by  a  weak 
immune  system.  There  will  be  a 
strong  likelihood  of  engaging  in 
too  many  social  activities  as  part 
of  your  work  as  well  as  person¬ 
ally  leading  you  to  neglect  your 
health.  You  might  suffer  from  ex¬ 
cessive  eating  and  drinking  while 
having  inadequate  rest  or  not  ex¬ 
ercising  regularly. 

People 

Although  your  popularity 
will  be  very  strong  during  this 
Snake  year  and  everybody  will  be 
friendly  and  supportive  towards 
you,  it  must  not  be  assumed  that 
there  will  be  no  people  issues  at 
all.  There  will  be  some  minor  dis-  | 
agreements  or  even  arguments. 
However  it  will  be  unlikely  for 
heated  arguments  or  fights  to 
break  out.  Although  these  ill- 
intentioned  people  might  not  be 
out  to  get  you  or  cause  you  severe 
harm,  they  will  be  keen  to  lever¬ 
age  on  your  popularity  in  order  to 
intercept  your  opportunities  with¬ 
out  your  knowledge.  Everyone 


will  want  to  befriend  you  when 
you  are  doing  well,  but  they  will 
start  disappearing  upon  the  slight¬ 
est  news  of  your  star  dimming. 
The  challenge  of  this  year  will  be 
to  identify  those  that  are  genuine 
towards  you  and  those  who  are 
not  and  one  of  the  best  ways  will 
be  to  let  time  tell.  Those  you  have 
known  for  many  years  and  have  a 
good  record  with  might  be  likely 
to  be  strong  allies.  It  will  also  be 
vital  for  you  to  differentiate  be¬ 
tween  friends  and  enemies  so  that 
you  might  protect  yourself  better 
and  reduce  the  potential  obstacles 
or  even  negative  vibes  from  those 
ill-intentioned  people.  Make  good 
use  of  your  popularity  during  this 
year  to  strengthen  your  relation¬ 
ships. 

Pig 

General 

Your  progress  during  the 
Snake  year  will  be  very  slow  and 
you  might  even  feel  stagnant  even 
though  there  will  be  a  great  deal  of 
movement.  The  movement  might 
include  being  very  busy,  travel¬ 
ing  a  lot  or  moving  home.  This 
year  will  be  filled  with  hurdles 
and  even  blockades.  Similarly, 
there  will  be  many  ill-intentioned 
people  attempting  to  impede  your 
way  or  intercept  your  opportuni¬ 
ties.  The  support  you  might  re¬ 
ceive  from  others  will  be  weak. 
Thus,  this  will  not  be  a  good  year 
to  make  ambitious  plans  and  ex¬ 
pect  huge  progress.  You  will  have 
a  choice  of  either  moving  slowly 
or  bulldozing  through  your  ob¬ 
stacles.  Where  you  decide  to  bull¬ 
doze  your  way  through,  you  will 
no  longer  be  able  to  be  the  ‘nice 
guy’.  Although  this  will  not  be 
a  good  year  for  your  career,  this 
will  be  a  great  year  when  it  comes 
to  social  pursuits  like  eating  and 


drinking.  Enjoy  yourself  but  not  at 
the  expense  of  your  health  which 
will  be  below  average.  Relation¬ 
ship  matters  will  either  be  quiet 
or  there  will  be  more  squabbles. 
The  greatest  impact  during  this 
year  will  be  in  the  area  of  your 
finances.  There  will  be  huge  ex¬ 
penses  during  this  year  that  might 
badly  affect  your  savings  and 
even  lead  to  financial  problems. 
You  might  spend  on  pampering 
yourself  but  still  try  to  keep  your 
expenses  in  check.  Avoid  making 
major  financial  plans  during  this 
year,  as  adopting  a  conservative 
approach  will  be  highly  recom¬ 
mended. 

Career 

This  will  be  a  busy  year  at 
work  or  there  will  be  many  busi¬ 
ness  trips.  Even  though  you  will 
be  putting  in  a  great  deal  of  ef¬ 
fort,  there  will  be  many  delays  or 
last  minute  cancellations  leading 
to  entire  plans  falling  apart  or 
abandoned.  This  will  even  happen 
to  very  promising  projects,  deals 
or  opportunities.  Support  from 
others  might  not  be  adequate  to 
lessen  these  problems  or  allow 
progress  be  smoother.  Many  ill- 
intentioned  people  will  attempt  to 
impede  your  progress  or  intercept 
your  opportunities.  Even  if  you 
notice  that  something  is  amiss, 
you  will  be  too  busy  or  too  tired 
that  you  might  decide  to  ignore 
or  bulldoze  over  it.  Whichever 
way  you  decide  to  adopt,  avoid 
sharing  sensitive  or  confidential 
information,  especially  about  op¬ 
portunities  that  you  will  be  eye¬ 
ing.  Often  those  who  might  in¬ 
tercept  your  opportunities  will 
be  those  whom  you  thought  of  as 
friends.  This  will  amount  to  much 
frustration  or  even  discourage¬ 
ment.  As  it  will  be  better  for  you 
to  keep  busy  or  travel,  it  will  not 
be  advisable  for  you  to  maintain 
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a  low  profile  or  a  light  schedule 
during  the  Snake  year.  Instead, 
you  might  just  have  to  do  what 
you  need  to  do  with  some  adjust¬ 
ments  to  your  expectations.  Take 
it  easy  on  yourself  and  adopt  re¬ 
alistic  time  and  resource  manage¬ 
ment  while  reminding  yourself  to 
remain  positive.  Avoid  judging 
yourself  on  this  year’s  perfor¬ 
mance  or  progress  as  whatever 
might  occur  at  work  will  be  likely 
to  be  caused  by  circumstances  be¬ 
yond  your  control.  You  might  be 
pushed  according  to  the  situation. 
Thus,  you  will  need  to  be  flexible 
in  your  approach  to  make  the  best 
out  of  this  year  and  go  with  the 
flow. 

Wealth 

Your  ability  to  earn  money 
will  be  average  but  there  will  be 
indications  of  substantial  expens¬ 
es  that  might  affect  your  finances 
badly.  This  might  be  related  to 
you  spending  money  excessively 
on  good  cuisine,  traveling  or  even 
moving  home.  Furthermore  there 
will  be  many  unexpected  matters 
occurring  during  this  year  that 
will  require  you  to  spend  huge 
sums  of  money  as  result  of  be¬ 
ing  cheated  or  facing  legal  prob¬ 
lems.  As  such  this  will  not  be  an 
appropriate  time  for  you  to  make 
investments  or  adopt  any  riskier 
financial  moves.  A  wrong  move 
might  wipe  out  your  savings  and 
there  will  also  be  the  likelihood  of 
getting  into  financial  difficulties. 
It  will  best  for  you  to  minimize 
your  expenses  and  avoid  making 
investments  during  this  year. 

Relationship 

Relationship  matters  might 
not  be  your  priority  during  this 
Snake  year.  You  will  be  too  busy 
or  traveling  that  you  will  rather 
spend  your  time  relaxing  or  pam¬ 
pering  yourself.  If  you  are  single, 
it  will  be  unlikely  for  you  to  fall 
in  love.  Even  if  there  are  admir¬ 
ers  appearing  in  your  life,  you 
will  be  too  tired  or  distracted  that 
you  might  not  be  aware  of  their 
presence.  For  those  in  a  relation¬ 
ship  or  marriage,  you  will  have 
so  many  things  on  your  mind  that 
you  might  burn  out.  You  might 
also  feel  that  your  partner  will 
be  unable  to  support  you  better 
or  even  be  the  cause  of  the  heavy 
burden  that  you  will  be  carrying. 
There  will  be  much  frustration 
that  might  lead  to  arguments.  You 


might  want  to  pace  yourself  and 
communicate  with  your  partner 
clearly  by  letting  your  partner 
know  how  to  support  you.  You 
will  need  to  make  a  choice  as  to 
what  you  might  undertake  instead 
of  taking  on  all  responsibilities 
upon  yourself.  If  your  partner  is 
willing  to  work  together  to  brave 
the  tide,  you  will  have  one  less 
thing  to  worry  about. 

Health 

Your  health  will  range  from 
below  average  to  poor.  There  will 
be  minor  injuries  that  might  be 
avoided.  There  will  also  be  many 
health  issues  that  will  be  due  to 
consuming  unhealthy  food  as  well 
as  food  that  is  totally  not  suit¬ 
able  for  you.  You  will  like  very 
much  to  cut  yourself  loose  when 
it  comes  to  food  and  ignore  the 
signs  from  your  body.  However 
the  price  to  be  paid  will  be  too 
high  during  this  year.  No  matter 
how  difficult  it  might  be,  remove 
the  desire  for  unhealthy  eating 
habits. 

People 

Even  though  you  might  not 
be  giving  people  issues  much  at¬ 
tention,  there  will  still  be  more 
than  usual  ill-intentioned  people. 
They  might  not  get  into  serious 
arguments  with  you  or  engage 
in  direct  confrontations.  Howev¬ 
er,  they  might  block  your  plans, 
intercept  your  opportunities  or 
make  things  difficult  for  you. 
Thus,  you  will  need  to  be  firm 
in  what  you  need  to  do  and  push 
your  plans  through.  Avoid  sharing 
sensitive  or  confidential  informa¬ 
tion,  especially  if  they  are  related 
tq  opportunities  that  you  Wjill  be 
considering.  There  will  be  people 
trying  to  sabotage  you,  mislead 
you  or  intercept  your  opportuni¬ 
ties.  These  people  will  be  those 
whom  you  thought  of  as  friends  or 
those  close  to  you.  When  receiv¬ 
ing  advice  from  others  whomever 
they  might  be  from,  you  will  need 
to  consider  your  best  interest  in¬ 
stead  of  allowing  others  to  dis¬ 
suade  you  from  your  opportuni¬ 
ties  or  allowing  them  to  paint  a 
misleading  picture. 


BY  LING-MEI  WONG 

The  Year  of  the  Dragon  went  out  with 
a  bang.  U.S.  President  Barack  Obama 
was  reelected.  The  state’s  economy  re¬ 
turned  to  pre-recession  levels.  And  Bos¬ 
ton’s  Celtics  came  within  a  hair  of  win¬ 
ning  the  NBA  championship. 

However,  2012  had  its  share  of  trag¬ 
edy  as  well.  The  world  reeled  from  the 
senseless  slaughter  at  Sandy  Hook  in  De¬ 
cember,  along  with  a  shooting  at  a  Colo¬ 
rado  movie  theater.  Gun  control  was  a 
rallying  cry  in  2012. 

As  we  welcome  the  Year  of  the 
Snake,  we  look  back  at  2012. 

January 

The  Mass.  Senate  voted  to  end  mis¬ 
management  and  financial  abuses  at  state 
education  partnerships,  which  help  spe¬ 
cial-needs  children.  It  passed  legislation 
establishing  strict  oversight  and  account¬ 
ability  of  the  state’s  30  institutions. 

The  Lunar  New  Year  ushers  in  the 
Year  of  the  Dragon. 

February 

The  Massachusetts  Bay  Transport 
Authority  proposes  increased  fare  pric¬ 
es  and  cuts  to  many  services  for  public 
transportation. 

Kam  Man  Supermarket  opens  a  new 
store  at  South  Bay  Center  in  Dorchester. 

March 

Hong  Kong’s  Secretary  for  Financial 
Services  K.C.  Chan  speaks  on  Boston’s 
role  in  the  Chinese  economy  at  the  Har¬ 
vard  Club. 

“Wild  Swans,”  based  on  Jung 
Chang’s  memoir,  plays  at  the  American 
Repertory  Theater. 

April 

Tufts  Medical  Center  and  Floating 
Hospital  for  Children  goes  tobacco-free. 
Smoking  and  all  other  forms  of  tobacco 
use  are  prohibited  inside  and  within  25 
feet  of  all  Tufts  Medical  Center  build¬ 
ings. 

Two  gunmen  shoot  five  people  in 
Tulsa,  Okla.,  killing  two.  The  suspects 
Jacob  England,  19,  and  Alvin  Watts,  32, 
were  white  and  the  crime  took  place  in  a 
predominantly  black  neighborhood. 

May 

The  Consul  General  of  Japan  pres¬ 
ents  Boston  Mayor  Thomas  Menino  with 
cherry  trees  as  part  of  the  Greater  Bos¬ 
ton-Japan  Cherry  Blossom  Festival. 

New  York  Mayor  Michael  Bloom¬ 
berg  plans  to  ban  soft  drinks  larger  than 
16  ounces.  The  legislation  is  passed  in 
September. 

June 

The  Supreme  Court  rules  5  to  4  the 
Affordable  Care  Act  is  constitutional. 

The  Boston  Celtics  make  it  to  the 
NBA  eastern  conference  finals,  facing 


off  against  the  Miami  Heat  in  seven 
games.  Miami  wins  four  out  of  the  seven 
matches  and  goes  on  to  beat  the  Okla¬ 
homa  City  Thunder  in  the  NBA  Finals. 

July 

The  Chinatown  Coalition  presents 
findings  on  population  growth  of  30  per¬ 
cent  —  nearly  all  Caucasians  at  90  per¬ 
cent  —  from  2000  to  2010  in  the  area, 
based  on  census  data.  Health  concerns 
include  cancer,  with  lung  cancer  being 
the  greatest  concern. 

Gunman  James  Eagan  Holmes  opens 
fire  on  an  Aurora,  Colo.,  movie  theater 
during  a  midnight  screening  of  “The 
Dark  Knight  Rises.”  Casualties  include 
12  people  and  58  injured. 

August 

The  2012  Olympic  Games  take  place 
in  London,  making  it  the  only  city  to  host 
the  games  three  times.  Another  first  is  fe¬ 
male  competitors  in  every  sport. 

Chinatown  celebrates  August  Moon 
Festival  with  lion  dances  along  Harrison, 
Hudson,  Tyler  and  Beach  Streets. 

September 

The  U.S.  consulate  in  Benghazi,  Lib¬ 
ya,  is  attacked  Sept.  1 1 . 

v  .  .  I'.iu 

Mayor  Menino  vetoes  the  second 
redistricting  map  submitted  by  the  city 
council. 

October 

Hurricane  Sandy  devastates  the 
Northeast  coast.  The  greater  Boston  area 
escapes  relatively  unscathed. 

Tufts  Medical  Center  plans  to  serve 
more  patients  and  expand  its  reach 
through  a  partnership  with  Vanguard 
Health  Systems. 

November 

President  Barack  Obama  is  reelected, 
beating  Republican  candidate  Gov.  Mitt 
Romney.  Voters  named  Elizabeth  Warren 
to  be  their  next  senator  of  Massachusetts. 
In  the  state  senate,  Anthony  Petruccelli 
was  reelected  to  represent  the  First  Suf¬ 
folk  and  Middlesex  district,  which  in¬ 
cludes  Chinatown  since  2011. 

Xi  Jinping  is  elected  Paramount 
Leader  of  China  and  is  expected  to  be¬ 
come  president  in  March  2013  at  the  Na¬ 
tional  People’s  Congress. 

December 

The  new  South  Cove  Manor  Nursing 
Home  site  breaks  ground  in  Quincy.  Its 
original  location  at  120  Shawmut  Av¬ 
enue  was  up  for  sale,  as  there  were  few 
options  in  Chinatown  for  further  expan¬ 
sion. 

On  Dec.  14, 20-year-old  Adam  Lanza 
shoots  20  children,  six  adults  and  him¬ 
self  in  Newtown,  Conn.  The  massacre 
triggers  debate  about  gun  control. 
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Traveling  to  Hawaii:  Tropical  island  paradise  Jiufen  offers  glimpse  of  traditional  Taiwan 


BY  HAO  LU 


SUBMITTED  BY  ANA  CHEONG 


Boston 

_ »>  BostonHostel.org 


Maui  beach  near  Lahaina.  (Photo  by  Hao  Lu.) 


Too  cold  to  stay  in  chilly  Boston?  If 
you  are  planning  a  short  trip  to  get  away 
from  the  cold  weather,  annoying  work 
and  weariness,  try  Hawaii.  The  fresh  air, 
blue  water,  breathtaking  natural  beauty 
and  warm  residents  will  surely  energize 
you  and  make  you  feel  like  you’re  in 
paradise! 

What  to  know  before  I  go? 

Being  in  the  tropics,  Hawaii  has  very 
consistent  temperatures.  In  winter  time, 
the  average  daily  high  temperature  is  80 
degrees  Fahrenheit  and  drops  by  about 
10  to  15  degrees  at  night.  Even  in  the 
coldest  month  of  the  year,  you  will  find 
Hawaiians  enjoying  beach  life  as  much 
as  possible.  While  folks  in  the  Northeast 
are  bundled  up  in  down  jackets  looking 
out  at  the  snow,  people  in  Hawaii  are  in 
shirts,  shorts,  skirts,  flip-flops  and  biki¬ 
nis.  If  you  plan  to  stay  for  a  week  or  so, 
just  remember  to  bring  enough  summer 
clothes.  You  may  still  want  to  put  a  blaz¬ 
er  in  your  luggage,  in  case  it  turns  cold 
when  you  go  out  at  night.  For  girls,  hats 
and  sunglasses  are  a  must  —  you  never 
want  to  get  sunburned  in  the  strong  sun¬ 
light. 

Choose  your  islands 

There  are  six  main  islands  in  Ha¬ 
waii  for  tourism.  They  are  Kauai,  Maui, 
Oahu,  Molokai,  Lanai  and  Hawaii  (the 
big  island).  Each  of  the  islands  has  its 
own  beauty.  However,  if  you  do  not  have 
enough  time  to  visit  them  all,  Oahu  and 
Maui  are  the  two  best  destinations. 

Oahu 

Oahu  is  famous  for  its  beaches,  food 
and  duty-free  shops. 

Diamond  Head  is  an  ancient  volca¬ 
nic  crater  which  has  been  dormant  for 
around  150,000  years.  More  than  1  mil¬ 
lion  people  visit  the  crater  each  year.  It 
used  to  be  a  restricted  military  facility 
during  World  War  II,  which  is  now  a 
state  park  open  to  the  public.  You  may 
also  recognize  some  locations  from  the 
TV  series  “Lost.’Tf  you  are  looking  for 
the  most  beautiful  beach  in  Oahu,  look 
no  further  than  Waikiki  Beach.  Since  it  is 
located  in  a  downtown  area,  finding  ho¬ 
tels  near  the  beach  is  convenient.  Around 
the  area  are  shops,  supermarkets  and  res¬ 
taurants.  Because  of  the  large  Japanese 
population  in  Honolulu,  you  can  find 
many  authentic  Japanese  sushi  and  ra- 
men  places  in  Oahu. 

To  taste  Hawaii’s  signature  dish  of 
kalua  pig,  a  luau  dinner  and  show  would 
be  the  best  choice.  The  Paradise  Cove 
Luau  is  one  of  the  largest  Hawaiian  luau 
shows.  You  can  enjoy  Polynesian  dance, 
island  games,  crafts,  sunset  ceremony, 
tropical  feasting  and  of  course  the  un¬ 
earthing  of  the  traditional  underground- 
roasted  pig! 


most  beautiful  natural  sights  in  Hawaii. 

Speaking  of  Maui,  Hana  Highway, 
or  the  Road  to  Hana,  is  a  can’t-miss  site. 
Having  more  than  600  curves  and  60 
one-lane  bridges,  the  45-mile  road  takes 
almost  seven  hours  to  finish  a  round  trip. 
However,  you  will  find  that  the  gardens, 
beaches,  rainbows  and  waterfalls  along 
the  road  make  the  drive  worth  it. 

At  night,  you  can  drive  to  Lahaina, 
where  you  can  find  local  restaurants, 
bars,  small  souvenir  shops  and  art  galler¬ 
ies.  There  are  occasionally  some  shows 
in  the  bars.  It  is  the  liveliest  town  in  Maui 
for  both  food  and  fun. 

Molokini  is  another  must-go  location 
in  Maui.  It  is  a  crescent-shaped,  partially 
submerged  volcanic  crater  which  forms 
a  small  islet  located  in  Alalakeiki  Chan¬ 
nel.  It  is  not  only  known  as  a  great  bay 
for  snorkeling,  but  also  is  famous  for  its 
extremely  beautiful  views  by  helicopter 
or  cruise  ship. 

Instead  of  traditional  hotels,  a  villa  is 
a  good  short-term  living  option  in  Maui. 
You  can  easily  find  cheap  villas  all  over 
the  island  which  are  furnished  with  a  full 
kitchen,  washing  machines  and  dryers. 

Packing  list 

•  Clothes  (shorts,  shirts,  skirts,  flip- 
flops,  swimming  suit,  sneakers  for 
climbing  the  mountains) 

•  Snorkeling  equipment  (can  be 
bought  in  local  ABC  stores) 

•  Sunglasses,  hat,  sunscreen  cream 

•  Medicine  for  allergy 

•  Electronic  device  chargers 

•  GPS  (if  you  are  renting  a  car) 

•  Towel,  beach  bag 

•  Guide  books  and  maps  (can  be 
found  at  the  airport) 

Shopping  list 

•  Wood-carved  gifts 

•  Macadamia  nuts  and  chocolates 

•  Kona  coffee 

•  Sari  skirt:  Can  be  worn  10  ways! 


HAPPY 

CHINESE 

NEW  »> — 


YEAR! 


Maui 

Maui  is  famous  for  being  one  of  the 


(Top  left)  Jishan  Street  in  Jiufen,  Taiwan.  (Top  right)  Stairway  to  tea  houses.  (Bottom  left)  Rice 
and  pork  sausages.  (Bottom  right)  Fish  ball  soup.  (Images  courtesy  of  Ana  Cheong.) 


If  you  crave  traditional  Taiwanese 
snacks  and  yearn  for  the  mountains,  Ji¬ 
ufen  is  one  of  the  best  destinations  in 
Taiwan.  The  mountainside  village  was 
once  a  prosperous  gold  mining  town. 
After  World  War  II,  the  mining  business 
declined,  leaving  behind  quaint  streets 
and  well-preserved  tea  houses.  While  the 
roads  leading  up  to  the  town  remain  dan¬ 
gerously  steep  and  narrow,  the  tranquil¬ 
ity  and  hazy  atmosphere  adds  a  haunt¬ 
ing  loveliness.  With  views  of  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  traditional  snacks  and  handmade 
leather  goods,  it  is  a  hot  tourist  attraction. 

Walking  along  Jishan  Street,  we 
smelled  an  aroma  that  made  our  stom¬ 
achs  growl.  We  saw  old  ladies  busy 
preparing  famous  taro  balls,  known  as 
“yuyuan,”  served  in  sweet  hot  red  bean 
or  Chinese  herbal  soup.  Nearby,  fishballs 
made  from  the  daily  catch  floated  in 
warm  broth,  with  some  as  large  as  ping 
pong  balls. 

As  Taiwan  was  colonized  by  Japan, 
mochi  or  sticky  rice  with  sweet  fillings 
are  available.  The  black  sesame  mochi 
have  earned  a  reputation  for  being  the 
preferred  dessert  of  President  Ma  Ying- 
Jeou.  We  could  not  resist  the  fresh  pine¬ 
apple  cakes  either. 

One  must-have  savory  snack  is  the 
Hakka  chaguo.  The  freshly  made  rice 
dumplings  are  stuffed  with  sweetened 
red  bean,  green  bean,  and  white  bean 
paste,  complemented  by  dried  shrimp 
and  salted  shredded  radish.  Another  sa¬ 


vory  snack  is  the  “luwei”  or  stewed  tofu, 
duck  tongue,  quail  eggs,  duck  kidneys, 
chicken  wings  and  even  chicken  butts. 

If  you  are  interested  in  ox  bone 
combs,  leather  goods  and  other  handi¬ 
crafts,  Jiufen  has  many  options. 

Near  the  end  of  the  street,  big  red 
lanterns  along  the  old  cement  walls  of 
a  traditional  tea  house.  At  the  bottom  of 
the  winding  stairs  is  a  small  square  with 
classic  movie  posters,  featured  in  direc¬ 
tor  Hou  Hsiao-hsien’s  “A  City  of  Sad¬ 
ness,”  which  won  a  Golden  Lion  award 
at  the  1989  Venice  Film  Festival.  After 
a  long  trek  up  the  stairs,  the  Taiwanese 
tea  houses  brew  Chinese  tea  from  the 
nearby  Li  Shan  and  Dun  Ding  (Oolong) 
tea  plantations. 

Jiufen  offers  a  leisurely  look  into  life 
during  the  gold  mining  days,  along  with 
a  taste  of  local  delicacies. 

Getting  there 

From  Taipei,  take  the  train  to  Ruifang 
Station,  then  switch  to  the  Keelung  Tran¬ 
sit  bus  to  Jiufen  and  Jinguashi. 

Traveler’s  tips 

•  Visit  earlier  to  avoid  crowds. 

•  A  half-day  trip  will  suffice  to  expe¬ 
rience  Jiufen.  You  can  continue  on 
about  30  minutes  to  Pingxi,  where 
you  can  light  large  lanterns. 

•  All  shops  close  at  sunset. 


Blue  Cross  Blue  Shield  of  Massachusetts  is 
Licensee  ol  the  Blue  Cioss  and  Blue  Shield 


an  Independent 


innovation. 

it  happens  here. 

bring  your  passion  to  the  future  of  health  care 

“I  am  an  out  of  the  box  thinker,  and  that’s  what  I  was 
hired  to  do  at  Blue  Cross  Blue  Shield  ot  Massachusetts. 
Our  vision  is  to  make  quality  healthcare  affordable, 
and  your  ideas  and  insights  will  help  us  develop  cutting 
edge  programs  that  will  empower  our  members, 
providers,  and  customers. 

At  Blue  Cross  Blue  Shield  of  Massachusetts,  we  believe 
that  innovation  can  make  healthcare  better  and  more 
affordable,  and  that’s  an  opportunity  for  all." 

When  it  comes  to  innovation,  it  happens  here. 


Our  commitment  to  building  a  diverse 
and  indusivr  workplace  is  without  question. 
lVV  arc  an  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 
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‘The  Year  of  the  Snake’  combines  spirit,  ser¬ 
pents  and  smiles 


Maldives:  Paradise  above  and  below 
the  water’s  surface 


BY  LING-MEI  WONG 


Written  by  Oliver  Chin 
Illustrated  by  Jennifer  Wood 


“Tales  from  the  Chinese  Zodiac:  The  Year  of  the  Snake”.  (Image  courtesy  of  Immedium.) 


Suzie  the  snake  is  one  serpent  you’ll 
want  to  cuddle  up  to. 

Oliver  Chin’s  “Tales  from  the  Chi¬ 
nese  Zodiac:  The  Year  of  the  Snake” 
rings  in  the  Chinese  New  Year  with  the 
heartwarming  tale  of  a  plucky  snake  who 
saves  a  village.  Suzie  slithers  along,  de¬ 
spite  hostility  from  suspicious  humans 
and  overcomes  a  fire-breathing  dragon  to 
redeem  herself. 

The  book  is  gorgeously  illustrated 
by  Jennifer  Wood  in  lush  pastels.  All  12 
zodiac  animals  appear  throughout  the 
book,  making  it  fun  for  kids  and  grown¬ 
ups  alike  to  hunt  for  them  throughout  the 
pages.  Suzie  herself  is  a  rich  purple  with 
gold  bands,  sporting  a  green  scarf  and 
pink  bow  on  her  tail.  She  has  no  visible 
fangs  and  makes  friends  with  a  young 
girl  named  Lily. 

When  Lily  brings  Suzie  home,  her 
Grandpa  Yeh  Yeh  and  Grandma  Nin  Nin 
disapprove. 

“All  our  other  guests  leave  their  shoes 
by  the  door,”  Grandma  Nin  Nin  protests. 


Suzie  helps  Lily  get  her  chores  done, 
acting  as  a  leash  for  the  dog  and  a  trap  for 
a  tiger  on  the  loose.  When  a  fire-breath¬ 
ing  dragon  threatens  to  strike,  Suzie  cou¬ 
rageously  tackles  the  dragon  head-on, 
defeating  a  bad  case  of  the  hiccups. 

The  heartwarming  story  about  over¬ 
coming  misconceptions  resounds  in  any 
culture.  It  also  doesn’t  hurt  that  the  her¬ 
oine  is  playful  and  enjoys  being  a  little 
girl’s  jump  rope.  Despite  the  scales  and 
fangs,  Suzie  is  a  snake  with  a  heart  of 
gold. 


(Left  to  right)  Papa,  Suzie,  Lily  and  Mama. 
(Image  courtesy  of  Immedium.) 


fWish  You 
Prosperity 
and 
Good 
Luck! 
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Ian,  diversity  and  inclusion  help  lo  drive  our  success.  We  are  an  eijual 
r  encouraging  candidates  of  all  backgrounds  to  apply  for  open  positions. 


BYYINAN  ZHANG 


Beach  in  Maldives.  (Photo  by  Yinan  Zhang.) 


From  the  beginning,  the  Maldives 
has  become  possibly  the  most  presti¬ 
gious  holiday  destination  in  the  world. 
The  beauty,  serenity  and  the  uniqueness 
of  the  country  is  evident.  To  me,  it  is  one 
of  the  most  peaceful  places  on  earth. 

Maldives  is  a  garland  of  islands  drap¬ 
ing  across  the  equator,  southwest  of  In¬ 
dia  and  west  of  Sri  Lanka.  The  flowers 
of  this  garland  are  the  26  atolls  that  hold 
1,193  islands.  These  islands  are  spread 
over  a  distance  of  700  kilometers. 

Only  one  third  of  the  islands  are  pop¬ 
ulated.  It  was  40  years  ago  that  the  first 
resort  was  built.  Nowadays,  however, 


the  Maldives.  It  not  only  enables  more 
expensive  resorts  rooms  to  be  built  but 
also  delivers  the  lagoon  and  reef  drop-off 
to  the  wooden  steps  off  your  deck.  If  the 
deck  is  entirely  private  and  faces  the  sun¬ 
set,  you  are  as  close  to  heaven  as  you  are 
going  to  get  while  smiling. 

Life  in  Hakuraa  is  rather  cozy.  Ev¬ 
ery  morning  we  were  awakened  by  the 
sunlight  that  slipped  through  the  curtains 
and  started  the  day  with  a  nice  brunch. 
Then  we  enjoyed  fishing,  diving,  dolphin 
watching,  seafood  barbeques  and  under¬ 
water  adventures  by  torchlight.  We  end¬ 
ed  the  day  by  experiencing  the  relaxing 


■ 


Boat  and  wooden  deck  in  Maldives.  (Photo  by  Yinan  Zhang.) 


most  of  islands  are  developed  as  resorts 
for  tourists. 

The  population  of  the  Maldives  in¬ 
creased  rapidly  over  the  last  few  de¬ 
cades.  It  reached  an  estimated  395,000 
in  July  2012,  yet  is  one  of  the  smallest 
independent  nations  on  earth.  Remote  is¬ 
land  life  has  cradled  a  strong,  self-reliant 
culture  in  the  country.  Tuna  fishing  has 
always  been  the  mainstay  of  life  on  the 
islands.  Moreover,  Maldivians  excel  in 
coral  carving,  gold  and  silver  smithing 
and  weaving  clothes  and  mats. 

After  arriving  in  the  Male  interna¬ 
tional  airport,  we  took  the  Maldivian  Air 
Taxi  to  our  island.  Maldivian  Air  Taxi  has 
been  an  integral  part  of  Maldives  tourism 
development  since  1993.  Earlier  resorts 
close  and  far  form  Male,  the  capital  of 
Maldives,  were  served  only  by  boats,  and 
the  transfers  were  often  time-consuming 
and  at  times  uncomfortable.  Today,  the 
majority  of  resorts  in  the  country  enjoy 
door-to-door  service  by  seaplane. 

My  family  and  I  stayed  in  the  bunga¬ 
lows  of  Chaaya  Lagoon  Hakuraa  Huraa 
Island.  The  overwater  bungalow  is  prob¬ 
ably  the  greatest  and  most  significant 
innovation,  transforming  tourism  for 


and  tranquil  spa. 

A  saying  describes  Maldives  as  mes¬ 
merizing  from  the  air,  beautiful  on  the 
ground  and  awe-inspiring  underwater. 
The  special  qualities  of  this  country  are 
the  very  simplest  that  nature  has  to  of¬ 
fer:  blue  sky,  green  palms,  white  sand, 
turquoise  lagoon  and  deep  blue  sea,  all 
bathed  in  equatorial  sunlight.  In  Mal¬ 
dives,  nothing  can  distract  you  from 
achieving  the  ideal  of  calm,  relaxation 
and  regeneration.  It  is  a  paradise  above 
and  below  the  water’s  surface. 


Maldivian  Air  Taxi  at  Male  airport.  (Photo  by 
Yinan  Zhang.) 
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‘Every  Grain  of  Rice:  Simple  Chinese  Home  Cooking’  by  Fuchsia  Dunlop 


SUBMITTED  BY  W.W.  NORTON  &  COMPANY 


British  author  Fuchsia  Dunlop  fell  in 
love  with  Chinese  cuisine  while  an  edi¬ 
tor  for  the  BBC.  She  studied  at  Sichuan 
University  and  was  the  first  Westerner 
trained  at  the  Sichuan  Institute  of  Higher 
Cuisine. 

“The  skills  I  learned  at  the  Institute 
—  cutting,  flavoring  and  different  cook¬ 
ing  methods,  not  to  mention  some  specif¬ 
ic  dishes,  are  the  bedrock  of  everything 
I’ve  done,  including  this  book.” 

Dunlop’s  book  includes  quick  home 
meals,  along  with  favorites  such  as  Gen¬ 
eral  Tso’s  chicken.  “Fish-fragrant  egg¬ 
plants  is  one  of  my  old  favorites  from 
Sichuan,”  she  said. 

In  time  for  Chinese  New  Year,  we 
share  three  of  Dunlop’s  recipes  to  make 
at  home. 


EVERY  GRAIN 
OF  RICE 


"Every  Grain  of  Rice:  Simple  Chinese  Home 
Cooking.”  (Image  courtesy  of  W.W.  Norton  & 
Company.) 


Braised  trout  in  chili  bean  sauce 


Reprinted  from  "Every  Grain  of  Rice:  Simple  Chinese  Home  Cooking"  by  Fuchsia  Dunlop. 
Copyright  ©  2012  by  Fuchsia  Dunlop.  Photographs  copyright  ©  2012  by  Chris  Terry.  With  the 
permission  of  the  publisher,  W.W.  Norton  &  Company. 


1  rainbow  trout  (about  3/4Ib  /  350  g), 
scaled  and  cleaned,  but  with  head  and 
tail  intact 

Salt 

ltbsp  shaoxing  wine 

Vi  cup  (100ml)  cooking  oil,  plus  2-3 
tbsp  more 

2  Vi  tbsp  Sichuan  chili  bean  paste 

2  tsp  finely  chopped  ginger 

4  tsp  finely  chopped  garlic 

Va  cup  (200  ml)  chicken  stock 

1  tsp  light  soy  sauce,  to  taste 

2  tsp  potato  flour  dissolved  in  VA 
tbsp  cold  water 

3-4  tbsp  finely  sliced  spring  onion 
greens 

1  tsp  sesame  oil 

Make  three  even,  diagonal  cuts  into 
the  thickest  part  of  each  side  of  the  fish, 
to  allow  the  sauce  to  penetrate.  Rub  it 
inside  and  out  with  a  little  salt,  then  rub 
the  shaoxing  wine  into  its  belly  cavity. 
Set  aside  for  10-15  minutes,  then  drain 
off  any  liquid  and  pat  it  dry.  Rub  a  little 
more  salt  into  the  skin  on  both  sides  (to 
prevent  sticking). 

Add  the  1/2  cup  (100  ml)  oil  to  a 
seasoned  wok  over  a  high  flame.  When 
it  is  hot,  slide  the  fish  and  fry  on  both 
sides  until  it  is  a  little  golden  (it  won't 
be  cooked  through).  You  need  to  turn  the 
fish  carefully  and  tilt  it  so  the  oil  comes 
into  contact  with  all  the  skin.  Pour  off  the 
oil  into  a  heatproof  container  and  slide 
the  fish  onto  a  plate. 


Clean  the  wok  if  necessary,  then  re¬ 
heat  it  over  a  high  flame.  Add  the  2-3 
tbsp  oil  and  reduce  the  heat  to  medium. 
Add  the  chili  bean  paste  and  stir-fry  until 
the  oil  is  red  and  smells  delicious.  Add 
the  ginger  and  garlic  and  stir-fry  until 
you  can  smell  them.  Pour  in  the  stock 
and  bring  to  a  boil.  Slide  in  the  fish  and 
cook  for  five  minutes  or  so,  seasoning 
with  soy  sauce  to  taste.  Keep  spooning 
the  sauce  over  the  fish  and  tipping  the 
wok  so  the  whole  fish  is  cooked.  (If  you 
are  using  a  larger  fish,  turn  it  halfway.) 
Using  a  wok  scoop  and  fish  slice,  care¬ 
fully  lift  the  fish  from  the  sauce  and  lay  it 
on  a  serving  dish. 

Increase  the  heat,  stir  the  potato  flour 
mixture  and  add  just  enough  to  thicken 
the  sauce  to  a  rich,  clingy  consistency 
(do  this  in  stages  to  avoid  over-thicken¬ 
ing).  Stir  in  the  spring  onion,  then  switch 
off  the  heat.  Stir  in  the  sesame  oil  and 
ladle  the  sauce  over  the  waiting  fish. 

Variation 

Mirror  carp  in  chili  bean  sauce 

For  a  VA  -1  V*  lb  (700-800  g)  carp, 
follow  the  recipe  above,  but  increase  the 
quantities  to  2  tbsp  Shaoxing  wine,  3  Vi 
tbsp.  chili  bean  paste,  1  tbsp  garlic,  1 
tbsp  ginger,  1  cup  (250  ml)  stock  and  4 
tbsp  spring  onion  greens.  Cover  the  wok 
while  simmering  so  the  thicker  parts 
of  the  fish  cook  through,  raising  the  lid 
from  time  to  time  to  baste  with  the  sauce. 


Fuchsia 's  emergency  midnight  noodles 


7  oz  (200  g)  Chinese  dried  wheat 
or  buckwheat  noodles,  or  1 1  oz  (300  g) 
fresh  noodles 

2  spring  onions,  greens  part  only, 
finely  sliced 

For  the  sauce 

3-4  tbsp  tamari  soy  sauce 
2  tbsp  Chinkiang  vinegar 
4  tbsp  chili  oil  with  its  sediment 
1  tsp  sesame  oil 
Optional  extras 

An  egg  or  two  for  each  person 

Combine  all  the  sauce  ingredients  in 
a  serving  bowl. 

Cook  the  noodles.  Rinse,  drain  and 
put  in  the  serving  bowl.  Scatter  with  the 
spring  onions.  Mix  well  before  eating. 

If  desired,  top  with  eggs,  fried  on 


Reprinted  from  "Every  Grain  of  Rice:  Simple 
Chinese  Home  Cooking"  by  Fuchsia  Dunlop. 
Copyright  ©  2012  by  Fuchsia  Dunlop.  Photo¬ 
graphs  copyright  ©  2012  by  Chris  Terry.  With 
the  permission  of  the  publisher,  W.W.  Norton 
&  Company, 
both  sides. 


Mr.  Lai's  glutinous  rice  balls 
with  black  sesame  stuffing 


Reprinted  from  "Every  Grain  of  Rice:  Simple  Chinese  Home  Cooking"  by  Fuchsia  Dunlop. 
Copyright  ©  2012  by  Fuchsia  Dunlop.  Photographs  copyright  ©  2012  by  Chris  Terry.  With  the 
permission  of  the  publisher,  W.W.  Norton  &  Company. 


For  the  stuffing 

1  tbsp  (25  g)  black  sesame  seeds 
1  tbsp  (25g)  sugar 
1  Vi  tbsp  all-purpose  flour 
1  tbsp  (20  g)  lard  or  coconut  oil 

For  the  dough 

1  Vi  cups  plus  2  tbsp  (200  g)  gluti¬ 
nous  rice  flour,  plus  more  to  dust 
1  tsp  cooking  oil 

For  the  dips 

4  tbsp  runny  sesame  paste 
4  tsp  sugar,  to  taste 

Make  the  stuffing.  Please  note  that 
the  stuffing  is  much  easier  to  handle  if 
it  is  made  a  few  hours  in  advance  and  it 
will  keep  in  the  refrigerator  for  months. 
Toast  the  sesame  seeds  in  a  dry  wok  or 
frying  pan  over  a  gentle  flame,  stirring 
constantly,  until  they  smell  and  taste  deli¬ 
cious.  Because  they  are  black,  you  won’t 
notice  a  change  in  color,  so  do  take  care 
not  to  bum  them  (they  will  taste  bitter  if 
overdone).  Trust  your  nose  and  tongue  to 
tell  you  when  they’re  ready;  the  roasted 
taste  is  unmistakable.  (Add  a  few  white 
sesame  seeds  as  a  kind  of  barometer  if 
you  wish;  when  they  are  turning  golden, 
all  the  sesame  seeds  should  be  ready.) 

When  the  seeds  are  done,  put  them 
into  a  mortar  and  pestle  and  grind  them 
coarsely  (this  can  be  done  in  a  food  pro¬ 
cessor,  but  take  care  not  to  reduce  the 
seeds  to  a  powder,  they  taste  better  with 
a  little  crunch).  Add  the  sugar  and  mix 
well.  Place  the  flour  in  a  dry  wok  or  fry¬ 
ing  pan  and  stir  over  a  gentle  heat  until 
it  smells  cooked  and  toasty.  Add  it  to  the 
sesame  seeds  and  mix  well. 

Heat  the  lard  or  coconut  oil  over  a 
gentle  flame  until  melted,  then  stir  into 
the  seed  mixture.  Mix  well,  then  press 
the  stuffing  into  a  small  bowl  and  refrig¬ 
erate  until  set.  Shortly  before  you  wish 
to  make  the  tang  yuan,  remove  the  stuff¬ 
ing  from  the  refrigerator  and  use  a  small 


knife  or  teaspoon  to  gouge  out  small 
amounts.  Roll  these  into  balls  the  size  of 
small  cherries  and  roll  in  a  scattering  of 
glutinous  rice  flour. 

To  make  the  dough,  add  the  oil  and 
2/3  cup  (150  ml)  tepid  water  to  the  glu¬ 
tinous  rice  flour  and  mix  to  make  a  soft, 
squidgy  dough  with  a  putty-life  consis¬ 
tency.  Break  off  pieces  of  dough  the  size 
of  small  walnuts,  roll  them  into  spheres, 
then  press  your  thumb  into  the  center  of 
each  to  make  a  little  cup.  Place  a  ball  of 
filling  into  a  cup. 

If  you  are  right-handed,  cradle  a  cup 
in  the  fingers  of  your  right  hand  and  gen¬ 
tly  push  your  right  thumb  on  to  the  ball  of 
filling.  Turn  the  dumpling  as  you  use  the 
thumb  and  index  finger  of  your  left  hand 
to  draw  the  edges  of  the  dough  around 
the  ball.  Close  the  dough  around  the  ball. 
Draw  the  edges  up  into  a  little  point  to 
close  the  rice  ball  completely,  then  pinch 
off  the  pointy  tip  (it  can  be  mixed  back 
into  the  remainder  of  the  dough). 

Roll  the  rice  ball  between  your  palms 
into  a  little  sphere  and  lay  on  a  board 
lightly  dusted  with  glutinous  rice  flour. 

Combine  the  sesame  paste  and  divide 
between  dipping  dishes  for  each  of  your 
guests. 

Fill  a  saucepan  with  water  and  bring 
it  to  a  boil.  Drop  the  rice  balls  into  the 
water,  return  to  a  boil,  reduce  the  heat 
and  simmer  gently  for  5  to  10  minutes 
until  cooked  through:  the  tang  yuan  are 
ready  when  they  have  increased  in  size 
and  are  soft  and  squeezable  when  you 
take  them  in  a  pair  of  chopsticks  (break 
one  open  to  make  sure:  the  black  stuffing 
should  be  melted  and  glossy). 

As  the  tang  yuan  are  cooking,  bring 
a  kettle  to  a  boil.  When  they  are  ready, 
pour  a  little  hot  water  into  a  serving  bowl 
for  each  person  and  place  about  four  rice 
balls  into  each  bowl.  The  water  is  not  to 
be  drunk,  but  will  keep  the  tang  yuan  hot 
and  silky-soft  until  they  are  eaten.  Serve 
with  the  sweet  sesame  dip. 
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Sampan  i  NEW  YEAR  ART 


February  8,  2013 


The  Sampan  Chinese  New  Year  Youth  Art  Contest  features  original  work  from 
Massachusetts  students  from  grades  4  to  12.  The  three  winners  will  receive  a  $10  gift  card  for  their  work. 


Chinese  New  Year  essay 


SUBMITTED  BY  VICKI  NGAN,  JUNIOR  AT  MALDEN  HIGH  SCHOOL 

Chinese  New  Year  must  be  defined  in  red  —  perhaps  gold,  but  definitely  red,  the 
color  of  luckiness.  Every  year,  at  each  beginning,  from  the  moment  I  knew  that  Chi¬ 
nese  New  Year  was  profitable,  I  interrogated  my  parents  relentlessly  until  they  con¬ 
ceded  with  answers  to  my  series  of  questions:  when  is  Chinese  New  Year?  Where  are 
we  celebrating  it?  What  are  we  having  as  our  fancy  meal?  Because  you  see,  I  am  not 
bom  in  China,  my  parents’  native  homeland,  but  in  America  as  a  Chinese  American, 
and  so  to  me,  Chinese  New  Year  is  the  time  of  the  year  where  I  can  tmly  take  the  time 
to  pause,  steady  myself,  and  remember  I  am  Chinese.  Life,  after  all,  is  like  an  ever 
flowing  stream  of  water,  eternally  persisting,  twisting,  squeezing  through  cracks  and 
crevices  along  its  journey,  whether  it  is  aimlessly  purposeful,  or  purposefully  aim¬ 
less.  With  all  these  concerns  we  have  over  the  details  of  our  lives,  when  can  we  really 
stop  and  appreciate  one  of  our  main  identities,  a  part  of  ourselves  that  make  us,  us? 
Chinese  New  Year,  as  lucky  as  it  is  made  out  to  be,  is  one  of  those  “stops,”  a  pause  in 
which  the  Chinese  can  express  the  joy  of  their  culture  to  their  hearts’  content.  From 


dressing  up  in  silk-laden  traditional  Chinese  outfits  to  lion  dances  to  red  firecrackers, 
the  Chinese  New  Year  celebration  is  bound  to  start  off  the  year  with  a  bang  some¬ 
where,  whether  it  may  be  your  local  Chinatown  or  your  very  home. 

At  a  deeper  consideration  as  to  what  makes  this  cultural  celebration  possible, 
attainable  even  in  the  hands  of  the  indigent,  is  an  aspect  that  anyone  who  has  ever 
celebrated  Chinese  New  Year  has  most  likely  discovered,  a  most  paramount  virtue. 
As  strong  as  the  desire  to  appreciate  the  culture,  as  delicate  as  the  feelings  to  express 
ineffable  joy  over  a  newborn  child,  and  as  noticeable  as  a  splotch  of  deep,  dark  red 
paint  on  a  bright,  light  sky-blue  canvas  is  the  distinct  atmosphere  of  “sincerity”  dur¬ 
ing  this  wonderful  celebration.  Forget  the  present  disputes,  the  couple’s  spatters,  the 
long-held  arguments  —  let  all  that  negative  energy  wash  away  in  the  face  of  Chinese 
New  Year  and  carry  on  with  smiling  and  sincere  faces  that  will  embrace  the  year  to 
come.  Apparent  is  the  dearth  of  pessimistic  phrases,  a  strict  tradition  that  parents  have 
passed  on  for  generations  —  “death”  does  not  exist  in  this  context,  for  even  the  mere 
mention,  a  whisper  of  this  ill  word,  is  as  thickly  and  publicly  abhorred  as  swearing 
during  a  televised  conference  with  the  president  of  the  U.S. 

If  you  were  to  ever  step  in  a  Chinese  New  Year  celebration,  anywhere,  anytime, 
be  not  warned,  but  welcomed,  because  you  will,  without  a  doubt,  be  welcomed.  A 
greeting  might  include  a  waft  of  deliciously  delighting  aroma  that  will  fill  your  sens¬ 
es,  and  from  there,  sweet,  irresistible  chicken  and  appealingly  red  lobsters  among 
many  other  Chinese-styled  dishes.  Or,  if  you  are  not  at  a  party,  and  just  happen  to 
have  be  student  in  a  class  taught  by  a  Chinese  teacher  (like  I  was),  you  might  be 
lucky  enough  to  be  guaranteed  no  tests,  no  quizzes  during  this  generosity-inducing 
celebration.  And  of  course,  my  personal  favorite,  there  are  the  red  envelopes,  filled 
with  good  fortune  and  sweet,  magnanimous  wishes  of  good  fortune  and  future  from 
their  giver.  But  of  course,  in  the  end,  whether  we  have  these  meals,  these  envelopes, 
these  benefits,  these  festivals,  it  all  comes  down  to  the  sincerest  sincerity  everyone 
has,  for  it  is  what  truly  composes  Chinese  New  Year. 

Chinese  New  Year  painting 
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The  American  Legion 
Department  of  Massachusetts 
Chinatown  Post  No.  328 
r§  AH 


"We  Do  Everything  For  The  Love  of  God,  Country  and  Humanity  Since  1945" 


on  Veterans  Day ,  Noj 


All  U.S.  veterans  are  welcome  to  join  us  and  attend  our  monthly  meeting. 
Please  contact  any  members  below  for  details. 

Dave  Ching,  Adjutant  Matt  Seto,  Vice  Comdr  Amy  Au,  Jr.  Vice 
Davecl953@verizon.net  mmseto@gmail.com  Amy.c.au@gmail.com 


From  the  Wang  YMCA  of  Chinatown 


Stay  healthy  with  us  this  New  Year!  We’ve  lowered 
our  rates,  and  waived  the  joiner  fee  in  January. 

’  mSL 

Wang  YMCA  of  Chinatown 

the  W  8  Oak  St.  West,  Boston  MA  02116 
617.426.2237  ymcaboston.org 


Year  of  the  Snake  drawing 


SUBMITTED  BY  KEVIN  HU,  FRESHMAN  AT  ACTON  BOXBOROUGH  HIGH 
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Address  :  70  Tyler  Street,  Boston,  MA  03111 
Tel ;  1617  S4$-lipQ  : 
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Asian  Community  Development  Corporation 
wishes  you  a  healthy  and  prosperous  Year  of  the  Snake! 


Check  out  ACDC’s  programs 

•  First-time  Homebuyer  Workshop 

•  Housing  Support  Services 

•  Financial  Management  for  Homeowners  H 

Services  and  classes  are  available  in  Mandarin,  Cantonese, 
and/or  English. 

First-time  Homebuyer  Workshops  H&ltMfiffft# 

•  February  23  &  24  (Saturday  &  Sunday)  2R  23-24  0 

•  March  23  &  24  (Saturday  &  Sunday)  3^  23  0  S24  0 

Volunteer/Intern  Opportunities  ^I/HH 

•  Outreach 

•  Marketing/Communications  7Ut§SS$j/ 3® ■(§&}§ 


Chinatown  Walking  Tour  4,§8$6'£fj;£.;6ft 

•  Insider’s  view  to  the  history,  culture,  and  heritage  of 
Boston  Chinatown 

•  Proceeds  support  ACDC’s  youth,  A-VOYCE  £/H#H 

For  more  information  about  any  of  our  services 

•  Visit  us  it  38  Oak  Street,  Boston  021 1 1 

•  Call  us  MM  617.482.2380 

•  Email  us  ftTSP#  info@asiancdc.org 

•  Go  online  ±1$  http://asiancdc.org 
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Happy  Chinese  New  Year 


Wing  Wah  Mak 

Notary  Public 
Justice  of  the  Peace 
200  Lincoln  Street,  Room  403 
Room  304,  Boston,  MA  021 1 1 

Tel:  (617)  451-2324 
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Greater  Boston  tf3  iSf  -®" 
Chinese  Golden  Age  Center 


75  Kneeland  Street,  Suite  204,  Boston,  MA  02111 


Tel:  (617)  357-0226  Fax:  (617)  357-5323 
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Services  and  Programs 


Adult  Day  Health  Program 
Social  Services 
Nutrition 
Health  Education 


SHINE  Program 
Community  Employment 
Caregiver  Services 
Transportation 


4tm& 

25-3 1  Essex  Street 
Boston,  MA  02111 
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Boston,  MA02116 
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677  Cambridge  Street 
Brighton,  MA  02 1 35 
(617)  789-4289 
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"AtJoslin's  Asian  Clinic,  we  tailor  culturally  appropriate  treatment  to 
align  with  the  values  and  beliefs  of  our  patients."  -  Dr.  William  Hsu 


Drag  'n  Cook  ™ 
application  now  available  on 
iTunes! 
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in  Diabetes  Center 

Asian  American  Diabetes  Initiative 
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SIS  :  617-732-2606 

S§P  :  aadi@joslin.harvard.edu 


Empowering  individuals  to 
take  control  of  what  they  eat! 
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TAI  TUNG  PHARMACY,  INC. 

256  Harrison  Ave.,  Boston,  MA  02111 

M^JE^“W£+^ 

PHONE:  (617)  482-7419 
FAX:  (617)482-6162 

Registered  Pharmacists  fftMSBIliSffi  : 

Eva  Mok  Chau  Roson  Chu  Vanessa  Lee  Carmen  Lau-Li 

mmmm 

Phoebe  Cheung  Raymond  Yu  Sandy  Chan 
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:MlilA  Medicaid 

Healthy  Start 
Express  Script 
Medicaid 


Tai  Day  Co  Nhan 

Medicare,  Medicaid  va  cac  loai  baa  hiem, 

Co  Ban:  The  Lottery,  Bao,  Cafe  va  lam  chia  khoa 
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Wish  You  Happy  New  Year  . 
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Neighborthood  Health  Plan 
Special  drug  package 
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'.  Boston  Water  and  Sewer  Commission 

980  Harrison  Avenue  •  Boston,  MA  02119  •  www.bwsc.org 
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Boston  Medical  Center  Wishes  You  a 
Happy  and  Safe  Chinese  New  Year! 

®±i£ie^+/blilAiii}i:^W-i®¥SSIl*ISIMjS®lJT^  ! 

f^3&A®±ffi«iB«i-ia^ap»  ’  (BMOfcKfe^nx-fb '  mmum®.nmff]A. 

±j \m°  sff^jiRwam^aMM  -  »-&^isi«iii<K*i«*i  -  ^wniEfeSifflwaEffitt* 
%mmm  •  -  w?^mA&mvmtf>$imwmmRmm  3oatgw wgpwfliasg* » 

•  nmmARn^ximm^  - 

&JHR5WA*  •  ffiSifflWK't’^pg  -  *5j»lnA-ffl^»R16#4iffiftBI»  > 

* • 

www.bmc.org/hr/taleo 

True  diversity  knows  no  exceptions:  EOE. 


EXCEPTIONAL  CARE.  WITHOUT  EXCEPTION. 
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BOSTON  HARBOR  SIDE  HOME 

J.S  WATERMAN  &  SONS 

Waring-Langone 
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(617)536-41  10 
580  Commercial  St. 
(North  Station  ifeli 134 ) 
J.S.  Waterman  &  Sons. 
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1  -800-344-7526 


(617)472-1  137 
576  Hancock  St. 

Deware  Funeral  Home 
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"*tr?r  yj:  ■  Tak  Chiu  Joseph  Yeung 
Funeral  Director 
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Kenneth  F. Bennett 
Senior  Funeral  Director 
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1-800-344-7526 

Wellesley  -  Sudbury  -  Framingham 
Norwood  -  Marblehead  -  Lynn 
Fall  River  -  Fairhaven  -  New  Bedford 


'  5S0  CoranirrchU  St 

North  Knd  Botron.  MA02IM  , 
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A  Service  Family  Affiliate  of  AFFS  and  Service  Corporation  International. 
206  Winter  Street,  Fall  River,  MA  02720  Wa&:  (508)678-2454 
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electronic  manufacturing  service 


Open  positions: 

1)  Quality  Inspector  -  must  have  IPC  knowledge  &  some  English 

2)  Electronic  Solderer  -  must  have  IPC  knowledge  &  experience  &  some  English 

3)  Mechanical  Assembler  -  must  have  mechanical  background  &  some  English 

4)  SMT  Operators  -  prefer  experience  &  some  English 


Please  Contact:  Jenny  Hu  617-598-3007 


fSWli  :  Jenny  Hu  ($/>$&)  617-598-3007 

12  Channel  St,  Boston,  MA  02210 


In  the  year  of  the  Snake,  we  wish  our  neighbors 
a  peaceful  and  prosperous  Chinese  New  Year! 
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Tufts 

UNIVERSITY 
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621  Washington  Street 
Boston,  MA  021 1 1 
(61 7)  338-4700 
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Empire  Qarden  ‘Restaurant 


690-698  Washington  Street,  Boston  MA  02111 


TAKE  OUT  MENU 

Please  Call 
Tel:(617)  482-8898 
Fax:(617)  482-6500 
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New  England 
Eye  Center 


Affiliated  with  Tufts  University  School  of  Medicine 


617-636-4600 


Helen  K.  Wu,  MD 

ftM  ’  0F*3^  & 


Vicki  M.  Chen,  MD 
®§Sll£ 

'hfitmmm  &  tm 


Susan  Liang,  MD 

»xsv£ 


Daniel  J.  Hu,  MD 

&  *!7d*SIE 


260  Tremont  St.,  9/1  im 

www.NEEC.com 


rr  Medical  kXTW.ib'ifY'^Wi&M  :  Brighton  •  brookline  •  Cambridge 

XUllaS  Center  framingham  •  leominster  •  wellesley 
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AACA  + 

Asian  American  Civic  Association.  Inc 

Educate.  Empower.  Employ 

Chinatown’s  leading  provider  of  workforce  development  &  immigrant 
services  and  publisher  of  SAMPAN  Newspaper 

We  sincerely  wish  all  our  friends,  donors,  funders,  and 
employer  partners  a  Prosperous  New  Year  and 
Thank  You  for  Your  Generous  Support! 
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Save  the  Date! 

Our  Annual  Gala  will  be  held  on  June  7, 2013 
We  look  forward  to  seeing  you  there! 


i 


WORKFORCE  DEVELOPMENT 

•  Building  Energy  Efficient  Maintenance  Skills  (BEEMS) 

•  Careers  in  Banking  and  Finance  (CBF) 

•  Automotive  Repair  Training  (PACE) 

•  Boston  Adult  Self-Sufficiency  Project  (BASS) 

•  Employment  Center 

•  Energy  Efficiency  Technician  Apprenticeship  Program  (EETAP) 

EDUCATION 

•  English  for  Speakers  of  Other  Languages  (ESOL) 

•  Next  Steps  Transitional  English  Program 

•  Tufts  Medical  Center  Workplace  Education 

•  Internet  ESL  (Distance  Learning) 

•  Learn  at  Work  at  South  Cove  Community  Health  Center 

BUDS  &  BLOSSOMS 

EARLY  EDUCATION  AND  CARE  CENTER 

AACA  provides  child  care  services  to  infants,  toddlers  and  preschool¬ 
ers.  Buds  &  Blossoms  combines  the  highly  acclaimed  Reggio  Emilia 
approach  to  early  education  with  Mandarin  immersion  environment. 

IMMIGRANT  SERVICES 

•  Immigration  and  Citizenship  Counseling 

•  College  Planning  &  Career  Coaching 

•  Employment  Counseling  &  Placement 

•  Tax  Preparation  &  Finance  Counseling 

•  Fuel  Assistance 

•  Housing  &  Placement  Assistance 

•  Homebuyer  Courses 

•  Translation  &  Interpretation 

•  Food  Stamp  Outreach  &  Education 

YOUTH  INITIATIVE 

The  AACA  Youth  Initiative  strives  to  foster  the  growth  of  young  people 
by  providing  an  environment  for  youth  empowerment  and  global  citizen¬ 
ship  in  the  scope  of  a  "wall-less”  classroom.  The  Initiative  is  focusing 
on  youth  career  pathway  and  entrepreneurial  training. 


fc  twitter.com/AACA_Boston 
f  facebook.com/AsianAmericanCivicAssociation 
87  Tyler  Street,  5th  Floor,  Boston  MA  021 1 1  (61 7)  426-9492  www.aaca-boston.org 


Joseph  T.  Cefalo  Memorial  Complex 


245  West  Wyoming  Avenue 
Melrose,  MA  02176 

RH  Melrosefftcp/O^^il^ai  ° 
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Happy  Chinese  New  Year  to  the  Asian  American  Community 


IOOAL  MOUSING 
OrrOATONITY 


(781)662-0223 

TDD:  1-800-545-1833  ext131 

EQUAL  HOUSING  OPPORTUNITY 


g 


south  cove 

community  health  center 


South  Cove  Community  Health  Center 

The  Premier  Asian  Community  Health  Center  of  Massachusetts 
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Happy  Chinese  New  Vear  of  f  he  Snake 
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Boston  Campus 

Quincy  Campus 

Washington  St.  Clinic 

mmm 

South  St.  Clinic 

mm 

Hancock  St.  Clinic 

mmm 

Holmes  St.  Clinic 

mmm 

885  Washington  St., 
Boston 

617-482-7555 

145  South  St., 
Boston 

617-521-6730 

435  Hancock  St., 
Quincy 
617-745-0280 

88  Holmes  St., 
Quincy 
617-318-3200 
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Adult  Medicine, 
OB/GYN, 

Pediatrics,  Podiatry, 
Neurology, 

Social  Services 
and  Family  Planning 
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Dentistry,  Optometry, 
Mammography,  Bone 
Density,  Behavioral 
Health,  WIC,  Early 
Intervention,  BASE 

®Af4 ' 340B  mm 
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Adult  Medicine, 

340B  Pharmacy 
(coming  soon!) 
and 

Social  Services 
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OB/GYN,  Pediatrics, 
Dentistry,  Optometry, 
Behavioral  Health,  Social 
Services  and  Family 
Planning 

Sun  mB 

8:30am  -2:00pm 

Mon-Fri  M$HM£ 
8:30am -5:30pm 
(Adult  Medicine  to  6:30pm 
on  Mon) 

($Af41-MAB3H+£) 

Sat  M$A 

8:30am  -3:00pm 

Mon-Fri 

9:00am  -5:30pm 

Sat  MIMA 

9:00am  -3:00pm 

Sun  m  0 

8:30am -12:30pm 

Mon-Fri  M$HM£ 
8:30am  -5:30pm 
(Adult  Medicine  to  6:30pm 
on  Mon  and  Tue) 

($cAf4l«HAti— 

Sat  MU3A 

8:30am  -3:00pm 

Sun  mU 

8:30am -12:30pm 
(Optometry:  1st  Sun) 

mW-  85HSSSBB) 

Mon-Fri  M$HM£ 
8:30am  -5:30pm 

Sat  MIMA 

8:30am  -3:00pm 

http://www.scchc.org 
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We  provide  assistance  with  MassHeatth,  Commonwealth  Care  &  Health  Safety  Net  Applications 


Read  articles  &  view  e-paper  @  www.sampan.org 
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